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Far left: Emmy- and Golden Globe-award win-
ning actor Jeffrey Tambor encourages nurse 
Elizabeth Stein to find her inner power at the 
Federation’s Inaugural Event.
See story, page 6.

Above left: Atty. Alan Kretzer takes over 
leadership of the Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation. See story, page 2.

Above right, Canadian investigative reporter 
and filmmaker Martin Himel warns Lions of 
Judah about increasing anti-Semitism.
See story, page 4.

Lower left: Congressman Tim Ryan meets with 
members of the Jewish community regarding 
the Iran Nuclear Plan.
See story, page 22.
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Who by water 
and who by fire? 

— reflections 
on Noach

by Patricia R. Kelvin
Editor, The Jewish Journal

Jewish federations respond to Syrian refugee crisis
By Jerry Silverman

President and Chief Executive 
Officer

Jewish Federations of North 
America

Every day in the headlines we learn 
of the worsening plight of refugees from 
Syria and instability throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa. Many of 
those displaced are arriving in Europe 
illegally in old and dangerous boats sail-
ing across the Mediterranean Sea, rep-
resenting the most severe refugee crisis 
to hit Europe since World War II.

Clearly, no one country or organiza-
tion can address the scope of this global 
problem alone. Through the Jewish 
Coalition for Disaster Relief (JCDR), 
Jewish organizations have been quietly 
funding relief efforts to support Syrian 
refugees for the past two years. Con-
vened by JDC, JCDR provides a coordi-
nated Jewish response to humanitarian 
crises around the world, most recently 
after earthquakes in Nepal. 

JCDR is a consortium of nearly 50 
Jewish organizations that maximizes 
the use of pooled financial resources, 
coordinates the activities of its member 
agencies, educates members’ constitu-

encies and the general public about cur-
rent disaster situations and subsequent 
Jewish responses, and demonstrates the 
long tradition of Jewish humanitarian-
ism.

To date, JCDR’s assistance to Syrian 
refugees has been delivered in Jordan, 
which has seen more than 625,000 offi-
cially registered refugees enter the coun-
try since the beginning of the fighting in 
Syria. Jewish and Israeli efforts to steady 
the situation in Jordan reflect both hu-
manitarian and security concerns, since 
this large and growing number of mi-
grants can potentially have a destabiliz-
ing effect on the country. 

Israel has evacuated and provided 
medical care to approximately 1,000 
Syrian citizens since the outbreak of the 
conflict. This week, JCDR expanded the 
scope and mandate of its Jewish Coali-
tion for Syrian Refugees in Jordan to in-
clude refugees and migrants in Europe 
and the Middle East.

JFNA is a standing member of JCDR, 
which provides the Federation commu-
nity with an opportunity to respond 
to the Syrian refugee crisis in Europe. 
This reflects our ongoing emergency 
response efforts and extensive network 
of global partnerships that provide as-

sistance during different types of crises 
in Israel, in Jewish communities around 
the world such as in Ukraine and 
France, and in humanitarian emergen-
cies such as this. 

Federations also support HIAS 
through the National Federation/Agen-
cy Alliance, a coalition of 29 Federations 
and nine national agencies. On behalf of 
Syrian refugees, HIAS is advocating for 
the U.S. to commit to resettling 100,000 
of the most vulnerable displaced people, 
and to increase the amount of humani-
tarian aid our country provides to the 
region.

To make a contribution to the Jew-
ish Coalition for Disaster Relief, mail a 
check payable to the “Jewish Coalition 
for Syrian Refugees” to: JDC, P.O. Box 
4124, New York, NY 10163.
To learn more:
http://www.wsj.com/articles/georgette-ben-
nett-an-unusal - religious-alliance-to-aid-
refugees-1427411283
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/04/
world/europe/syria-boy-drowning.html?_
r=0
http://www.mishpacha.com/Browse/Ar-
ticle/5059/My-Enemy-My-Friend
http://www.wsj.com/articles/a-syrian-refu-
gee-and-echoes-of-the-past-1441320889

Commentary

On Oct, 17, in synagogues around 
the world, the story of Noah, Genesis 
6:9-11:32, will be read from the Torah.

It’s a wonderful passage, full of dan-
ger, hope, and promise. And the under-
standable plot, the memorable char-
acters, and the (mostly) happy ending, 
make it an ideal children’s Bible story.

This was especially true in Eureka, 
CA., the heart of redwood country, where 
at times, the rain seems never-ending — 
though not quite of biblical proportions.

So it was, when I was a religious 
school teacher at Temple Beth El in Eu-
reka in the mid-1980s. On a particularly 
rainy Sunday, we were talking about 
Noah and the ark — how God had 
provided instructions for its building, 
about all the animals that were ushered 
aboard, and why Noah had sent out the 
raven and the dove.

I taught this group of 7- and 8-year-
olds a song I had written about the 
blessings of rain, and I was delighted 
to see how engaged the children were. 
Then, young Josh held up his hand. In 
his earnest child’s voice he asked a ques-
tion I have never forgotten, 

“Patricia, what did they do with all 
the poop?”

Just as teachers and parents have re-
sponded — probably for millennia — 
when they were clueless about an appro-
priate answer to a questioner. I asked, 
“Well, children, what do you think?”

Fortunately for me, the children de-
cided that this problem was, of course, 
solved by a Godly miracle. I breathed a 
sigh of relief and continued.

Today, such problems of solid waste 
management cannot be left to the Eter-
nal. 

As it was Noah’s task to restore the 
world’s salutary environment by re-
planting, replenishing, and repopulat-
ing Earth, it has become our task to 
rescue our planet from the devastating 
effects of ecological assault and neglect.

Continued on p. 17)

Strategic planning to guide the Federation’s future
For decades, Atty. Alan R. Kretzer 

has served the greater Youngstown area 
in myriad ways — from the presidencies 
of the Mahoning County Bar Associa-

tion, the Western 
Reserve Transit 
Authority, and 
Community Cor-
rections Associa-
tion, Inc, to mem-
bership on the 
boards of the Ma-
honing Unit of the 
American Can-
cer Society and 
the Youngstown 
Symphony. Both 
Bishop Thomas 
Tobin and Bish-

op George of the Youngstown Diocese 
asked Atty. Kretzer to serve on a dioc-
esan advisory committee for child pro-
tection.

As a friend and supporter of Kirk-
mere Elementary School, he donated 
book bags filled with school supplies for 
every student.

But it is his service to the Jewish com-
munity that has led to his new duties as 
president of the Youngstown Area Jew-
ish Federation.

At Temple Rodef Sholom, he was a 
board member, secretary, treasurer, vice 
president and president. He was presi-
dent of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council and a member of the Federation 
Board. As he begins his term as Federa-
tion president. Atty. Kretzer explained 
that his years of involvement with the 
Federation facilitated his learning more 
about what the Federation does. “When 
you go to enough meetings, you learn 
about the needs and issues,” he said. “So 
when you set policy,” he added, “you’re 
ready to be responsible for the finances.” 
He was happy to report on the recent 
healthy audit, with no findings. 

Next spring, he anticipates a new 
strategic planning process to provide 
for an introspective look at the direc-
tion the Federation will need to take. 
“The community has changed with a 
shrinking Jewish population,” he said. 
“The areas we reach now are different 
from times past.”

Atty. Kretzer  continued, “We have 
to be sure we’re focusing on the current 
needs of the community.” He said, “We 
have to work together on community-
wide programs — being community-
centric benefits everyone.”

Last year, as president-elect of the 
Federation, he joined soon-to-be Ex-
ecutive Director Andrew Lipkin at  the 
annual General Assembly of the Jewish 
Federations of North America learn-
ing about innovative programs to reach 
younger donors, provide services to the 
elderly, and finding ways to engage and 
excite unaffiliated community members.

Photo/Larry Painter

Alan R. Kretzer
New Federation 
President
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What’s in this month’s Jewish Journal?

Candle-Lighting Times
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Oct. 2. 6:45 p.m.
Erev Shemini  Atzeret 
Oct. 4 6:42 p.m.
Erev Simchat Torah 
Oct. 5 after 7:39 p.m.
Oct. 9 6:34 p.m.
Oct. 16 6:23 p.m.
Oct. 23 6:12 p.m.
Oct. 30 6:03 p.m.

Table of Contents
Commentary ............................................................................. 2

Culture ....................................................................................8-9

Federation Annual Campaign/Inaugural Event ..................... 6 

International Jewry ............................................................ 5, 21

Israel ...................................................................................... 7, 9

Jewish Community Center ..........................................12-13, 16

Lions of Judah ........................................................................... 4

Schlichim ................................................................................. 16

Synagogues ............................................................ 11,15, 18-19

Important Dates on the October Calendar
Oct. 6 Diversity Luncheon (see p. 4)

Oct. 8 Rodef & El Emeth Sisterhood Card Party (see p. 15)

Oct. 11 Sister Jerome’s Centennial Celebration (see p. 14)

Oct. 22 ZOA Lecture on Anti-Semitism (see, p. 10)

 Family Youth Initiative Pumpkin Plunge (JCC p. 13)

Oct. 25 Mitzvah Day (see, p. 10)

Oct. 26 New Gallery Show Opens (see p. 9)

Oct. 26-30 JCC Library Book Sale (see p. 8)

Oct. 28 Rabbi Meyer Lecture (see p. 19)

 Save the Date – November
Nov. 6 Lunch and Learn at the JCC (see p. 16, with more to 

come next month.)

Nov. 28 Rodef Sholom Speaker Series (more to come in the 
next Journal.)
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When Canadian investigative report-
er and filmmaker Martin Himel spoke 
to the Youngstown-Area Jewish Federa-
tion’s Lions of Judah late last month, he 
gave them news many might not have 
wanted to hear: that anti-Semitism is on 
the rise throughout the world.

Himel said “Capturing anti-Semi-
tism on camera as it happens shows the 
true dimensions of the problem.”

Using a miniature camera developed 
with the help of the FBI and Shin Bet, 
Himel discovered the “Well spoken, in-
telligent anti-Semites around the world 
as well as in the United States and Cana-
da” with views that horrified the women 
and men attending the Lions’ annual 
special event.

For example, in Pakistan, a nation 
Himel described as “ferociously anti-Se-
mitic,” Pakistani journalists seem con-
vinced the United States is run by Jews 
and that “Jews have taken over business 
in India” and that “the polio vaccine was 
Jonas Salk’s plot to sicken Muslim chil-
dren.”

In Egypt, Himel said, there is a wide 
perception that the Jews put a spell on 
Osama bin Laden and further that “tens 
of millions of people believe that Jewish 
black magic is a dangerous force in the 
world.”

While such slanders might be expect-
ed in those parts of the world which have 
little contact with Jews, Himel brought 
attention to the millions who follow anti-
Semitic websites. He pointed to the Van-
guard News Network based in Kirksville, 
MO, which he said was among the top 2 
percent of websites in the world based on 
the number of hits.

The Anti Defamation League de-
scribes Alec Linder, the founder of 
VNN, as a Holocaust-denying, white 
supremacist, anti-Semite and neo-Nazi, 
who alleges  “that Jews have been re-
sponsible for killing 600 million white 
men over the course of the twentieth 
century as part of a Talmudic mission to 
exterminate the white race.”

However, Himel assured the Lions  
that these “anti-Semites can be publicly 
embarrassed” when Jews are outspoken 
in unmasking the hate-mongers with 
truth.

Bonnie Burdman, director of the Jew-
ish Community Relations Council of the 

Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and 
at whose home the dinner was held, said 
the JCRC is reaching out to build bridges 
with various constituencies such as Afri-
can-Americans, Latino Evangelicals and 
Catholics, professional groups and oth-
ers who promote social action and social 
justice. (See story about the JCRC’s Di-
versity Luncheon below.)

The Lions of Judah organization 
comprises 17,500 women around the 
world, who donate at least $5,000 to 
Federation every year.

Described as the most dynamic phil-
anthropic Jewish women in the world, 

the members are strong women of all 
ages, who care deeply about the Jewish 
future. Lions of Judah play a vital role 
in creating social justice, aiding the vul-
nerable, preserving human dignity and 
building Jewish identity.

The Youngstown Area Jewish Fed-
eration counts 21 of its women leaders 
as Lions. Six Lions have endowed their 
gift ensuring that the Jewish commu-
nity continues to receive a generous gift 
to the Annual Campaign in their name 
in perpetuity.  

This program is meant to spotlight 
the need for giving.  Florence Harsh-

man, who closed the program, appropri-
ately stated, “The more things change, 
the more they remain the same. No one 
will take care of the Jewish community 
except us. As the future becomes the 
present, the same crises, indignities and 
issues will continue to haunt the Jew-
ish community. We need to be ready to 
address these needs through the Cam-
paign and Endowment.”  

Please contact Deborah L. Grinstein, 
Endowment Director, at dgrinstein@
jewishyoungstown.org  for information 
about Lion of Judah, LOJE and Endow-
ments.

Attendees at the Lion of Judah dinner express their concern over the difficult news reported by investigative journalist Martin Himel. Back 
row: Lee Burdman, Sam Shapiro, Judy Roth (standing). Seated: Dorothy Schwebel, Louis and Marlene Epstein, Irwin Stovroff, Doris Tamar-
kin, Ruth-Ann Mendel

Global anti-Semitism on the rise, journalist explains to Lions of Judah 

Diversity Luncheon welcomes civil rights leaders

Lions of Judah

 Minniejean Brown Trickey, one of 
the “Little Rock Nine” and Jeff Steinberg, 
the founder of Sojourn to the Past, will be 
the featured speakers at a Jewish Com-
munity Center “Lunch and Learn” on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 11:30 a.m. at the JCC. 

A light lunch will be provided. 
R.S.V.P. by Oct. 2 to Sarah Wilschek at 
SarahWilschek@JewishYoungstown.org 
or (330) 746-3250 ext. 123

There is no charge for the event
Minnijean Brown Trickey was only 

16 when she and eight other African-
American high school students faced 
down an angry segregationist mob as 
they walked into Little Rock, AR, Cen-
tral High School, protected by 1,200 
armed federal soldiers. 

Now, at 74, she continues her activ-
ism through diversity education and 

training, cross-cultural communica-
tion, peacemaking, environmental is-
sues, and social justice advocacy. She 
has  received numerous awards for her 
community work for social justice,

Steinberg founded Sojourn to the 
Past in 1999 and continues as the lead 
educator on the academic immersion 
journeys. Since its inception, Mr. Stein-

(Continued on p. 11)
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NEW YORK, NY, Sept. 9 – An am-
bitious and far-reaching effort to locate 
the descendants of Iberian Crypto-Jews 
(Bnei Anousim), launched by the Jeru-
salem-based nonprofit Shavei Israel, has 
set off an avalanche of interest, with tens 
of thousands of people rushing to dis-
cover if they are historically connected 
to the Jewish people.

With the release of its new Spanish-
language book, ¿Tiene usted Raíces Ju-
daías? (Do You Have Jewish Roots?), the 
organization was so overwhelmed by 
requests to download the volume that 
its website crashed. The 109-page book 
is the first of its kind, a how-to, practical 
guide to uncovering one’s Jewish ances-
try. It marks the first step in a multi-fac-
eted strategic program that Shavei Israel 
is starting to seek out and identify the 
millions of descendants of Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews who were forcibly con-
verted to Catholicism in the 14th and 
15th centuries.

“We are at the beginning of a historic 
turning point, one that will see millions 
of people throughout the Spanish- and 
Portuguese-speaking world reconnect-

ing with their Jewish roots,” said Shavei 
Israel Chairman Michael Freund, who 
co-authored the handbook. “This book 
aims to get people to start asking ques-
tions about their identity, and it offers 
them a practical guide to undertake the 
process. There are millions of people 
throughout Spain, Portugal, and Central 
and South America who are descended 
from Iberian Jews, and we believe it is 
time for the Jewish people to reach out 
to them,” Freund said.

As this effort might uncover millions 
of people with Jewish ancestry, its con-
sequences are significant and potential-
ly dramatic.

Shavei Israel is currently the largest 
organization in the world today work-

ing with Bnei Anousim (whom histo-
rians refer to by the derogatory term 
“Marranos”), with emissaries serving 
in Spain, Portugal, southern Italy and 
Sicily, as well as Colombia, Brazil and 
El Salvador, all of whom work with 
thousands of Bnei Anousim. In addi-
tion, Shavei Israel is in touch with more 
than 80 communities of Bnei Anousim 
throughout Central and South America, 
regularly providing them with a range 
of educational and religious resources.

Do You Have Jewish Roots? was writ-
ten by Freund, together with Shavei’s 
educational director Rabbi Eliyahu 
Birnbaum. In addition to the printed 
copies being distributed through the or-
ganization’s worldwide network of em-
issaries, it is available for free, online, as 
an e-book (see the above image of the 
e-book cover).

In nine chapters, the book covers all 
the major questions those at the begin-
ning of their process of Jewish discovery 
might have. There are discussions on 
how to undertake a genealogical search 
(including how to access records from 
the Spanish Inquisition when and if ap-
propriate), which surnames are most 
commonly Jewish in different parts 
of the world (if you’re from Palma de 
Mallorca and your last name is Segura, 
there’s a good chance you have Jewish 
roots…), plus information on “hidden” 

Jewish customs (such as candlelighting, 
mourning traditions, and the baking of 
challah), organized by geography and 
history.

Though the first version of the book 
is in Spanish, it is currently being trans-
lated into other languages, including 
Portuguese, Italian and English, says 
co-author Freund.

“The effort that Shavei Israel has un-
dertaken is, in a word, historic. The num-
bers of descendents of Bnei Anousim is 
vast. We believe that the total number 
exceeds tens of millions of people; their 
self-discovery as Jews can greatly im-
pact and enrich the international Jewish 
community,” he said. “Our mission is to 
support anyone who is in search of their 
Jewish ancestry and we are thrilled with 
the outpouring of interest, especially at 
a time when we are witnessing a resur-
gence in European anti-Semitism.”

According to various genetic/DNA 
studies conducted over the past decade, 
added Freund, 20 percent of men in the 
Iberian Peninsula (Spain and Portugal) 
have Jewish genetic ancestry. In Brazil, 
estimates are that 5-10 million people 
there are descendants of Bnei Anousim. 
This phenomenon spans the world, af-
fecting literally millions more.

It is the scope of this project that in-
spires Freund. “The history of the Jew-

 

ASSISTED LIVING 
YSU students work on website for 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

A group of Youngstown State Univer-
sity students is working on a project to 
help develop and test a new website for 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

The students are in an honors class 
on the Holocaust in the United States, 
taught by Dr. Helene Sinnreich, Clay-
man Professor of Judaic and Holocaust 
Studies and director of the Center for 
Judaic and Holocaust Studies at YSU.

“I am excited that our undergradu-
ate students will have an opportunity to 
work on a research project for a major 
institution and to be able to contribute 
to the data collection,” said Dr. Sinn-
reich, who worked as an intern at the 
museum 20 years ago.

“I am even more excited that they 
will get to work on this so early in the 
process, before it opens to others.”

The project began last month. The 
YSU students will get access to the 
mock-up website, test it and provide 
feedback. The museum will then build 
the fully functional site, after which 
YSU students will again test and give 
feedback. YSU students will then collect 
newspaper articles about the Holocaust 
and upload them as part of a large-scale 
data collection project.

For more information on the YSU 
Center for Judaic and Holocaust Stud-
ies, visit http://web.ysu.edu/class/ju-
daic/.

Descendants of Spanish and Portuguese Jews can now regain heritage

(Continued on p. 23) 

International Jewry
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Federation fund drive owes much to campaign & inaugural event co-chairs
In his keynote address at the Sept. 

17 Inaugural Event for the Com-
bined Jewish Appeal, Emmy-win-
ning actor Jeffrey Tambor amused 
the audience with descriptions of 
his own dysfunctional family.

But it was Jeff Simon talking 
about his own very functional fami-
ly that has supported the Federation 
for going on four generations that 
reached the hearts of his audience.

Parts of his presentation follow:
To hear him tell the story, it was 

Morrie Simon — his grandpa — 
“who taught me the importance 
of philanthropy and the value of 
helping those in need. It’s not so 
much that we talked about it, I just 
watched what he did. I observed his 
charitable actions. He never flaunt-
ed or even really talked about his 
generosity, but it was obvious by 
the level and intensity of his devo-
tion to his causes that philanthropy 
was the cornerstone of his life.”

He explained further, “The Jew-
ish Federation was one of his prin-
cipal organizations, and I remember 
meeting in his office along with Sam 
Kooperman when I was in my teens 
and early 20s.” He said this is what 
prompted him to start asking ques-
tions;: “What’s a Federation?” and 
“What do you guys do?” 

Twenty-five years later, Jeff Si-
mon is co-chairing the Campaign 
with Sam Shapiro for the fourth 
time. 

Simon said, “My understanding 
is that most communities around 
our size around the country pale in 
comparison to the programming, 
facilities, and services that our Fed-
eration offers the residents of our 
Valley and surrounding areas. In 
this sense, we are not just donors — 
we are recipients.

He said he had talked about his many 
reasons for supporting the Federation 
and asked the audience to join him in 
this endeavor, asking them “Do it to 
honor your parents and grandparents. 

Do it to become a more gratified per-
son. 

Do it to leave a legacy your children 
and grandchildren can be proud of and 

benefit from.
Do it to help Jews in dire straits 

around the world.
He continued, “I’ve known for over 

25 years that this is a unique and noble 
organization and that’s why I care so 
deeply about it.

Why I volunteer for it and why I have 
donated for two decades to it. I want 
you to know that I would not ask you to 
do anything that I am not willing to do.

I have increased my pledge every 
year. My wife has just become a Lion 
and gives her own pledge now.

And for the second year in a row 
Zoe and Zack have donated to the Fed-
eration out of their bar and bat mitzvah 
money. (Zoe’s isn’t for another nine days 
so I had to give her an advance.) 

I tell you about my family’s giving not 
to boast, certainly, but to establish cred-
ibility and earn your trust. I try hard to 
be consistent. It’s important that my ac-
tions match my words and message.

So again, I ask you to join my family 
in supporting our wonderful Federation 
— to consider the good things it does 
daily for Jews and non-Jews in our own 

backyard and those around the world .
Let’s keep what we have here vibrant 

and viable for years and years to come.
In addition to Mr. Simon’s moving 

remarks, General Campaign Co-Chair 
Sam Shapiro welcomed event attendees, 
thanked the Thomases Family Endow-
ment for its generosity and explained 
how Pace funds that had been left in 
perpetuity allowed the campaign to 
start with $275,000.

Teenagers Alec Kan, Emily Newman, 
Ben Shapiro, and Zack Simon talked 
about the endless opportunities for 
young people to get involved in Jewish 
causes and activities.

Doris Tamarkin, one of three co-
chairs of the Inaugural Event (along 
with Jeanne Fibus and Anita Shapiro) 
introduced Israeli Lone Soldier 1st Sgt. 
Nikoline Müller Larsen, who explained 
how she left her Danish home — to the 
surprise of friends and family — and 
joined the IDF. Sgt. Larsen said that her 
only real attachment to Judaism had 
been Passover. The Jewish community 
in Denmark is minuscule.

But after spending many summers 

in Israel, she said, “I  gained a cultural 
Zionist perspective and fell in love with 
Israel.”

Sgt. Larsen said she was “impressed 
by the many 18-year-olds from other 
countries who left everything behind to 
join the army.” 

However it was learning about Yo-
natan Netanyahu, the older brother of 
the prime minister, and the only Israeli 
soldier killed in action during Opera-
tion Entebbe that prompted her deci-
sion. She wanted to be a female fighter, 
and after trying out for the canine unit, 
she made it. 

She expressed her gratitude to the 
Friends of IDF, who she said “take care 
of you.”  She met her fiancé in the IDF 
and is now living in Cleveland.

Elle Hendricks, granddaughter of 
Jeanne Fibus, introduced Tambor.

The week before the kick-off event, 
Linda Hurwitz stemwinding presenta-
tion motivated campaign volunteers 
with her passion and dynamism. The 
campaign training was designed to help  
those who would be asking others to 
contribute to the campaign’s $1.4 mil-
lion goal.

Ms. Hurwitz told the group, “Our 
lives are shaped by the choices we make 
— so we must choose wisely.” 

“This mission is serious stuff you’re 
doing,” she said. “We can live our lives 
trying to save the world.”

Jeffrey Tambor with  1st Sgt. Nikoline Müller 
Larsen, an IDF “lone soldier” who also spoke 
at the Inaugural Event.

At the training session for Campaign volunteers Linda Adler Hurwitz (seen here with Cam-
paign co-chair Jeff Simon), Ms. Hurwitz is the immediate past national campaign chair of 
the Jewish Federations of North America
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Bees have suddenly become the 
buzzword of doom, as their population 
internationally has plummeted and the 
effects on commercial agriculture be-
come a serious concern. 

In just one year, American beekeep-
ers lost an estimated 42 percent of their 
colonies, a staggering amount in an ag-
ricultural system already struggling to 
meet demand. With bee activities hav-
ing an impact on the American econo-
my of roughly $15 billion annually, sci-
entists and politicians alike have started 
to take notice. 

Together with the drought in Cali-
fornia threatening almond orchards 
(local bees’ main source of food), the 
increasing trend towards using cloned 
plants that provide very little nutrition 
to bees, and the continued use of strong 
pesticides, the United States and the rest 
of the Western world seem to be stand-
ing on the precipice of a full-blown bee 
crisis, which could lead to low-quality 
produce and food shortages.

Israel, on the other hand, anticipated 
these consequences years ago.

“We understand the danger, we un-
derstand all the implications, that this 
affects the quality of food,” says Yuval 
Lin, owner of Lin’s Bee Farm in Kfar 
Bilu in central Israel. 

Fifteen years ago, Israel was quickly 

urbanizing at the expense of the diverse 
trees and plants that provided their bees 
with food and helped them produce 
high-quality honey. Lin and other bee-
keepers recognized that a process was 
beginning that could cause significant 
damage to their bee colonies. In the 
hopes of minimizing potential damage, 
they approached the Jewish National 
Fund to ask for help with acquiring nec-
tar-producing plants that could sustain 
bee populations around the country 
year-round.

Sitting in front of a window that is 
stacked with hives and swarming with 
bees, Lin recalls, “I started beekeep-
ing as a hobby when I was 16; now it’s 
a family farm.” Today, on the cusp of 
Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), 
a holiday in which honey is a traditional 
staple that represents hope for a sweet 
new year, he is not worried about being 
able to meet peak demands. 

By introducing hearty nectar-pro-
ducing plants and trees across Israel, 
especially eucalyptus trees imported 
from Australia, JNF and the beekeep-
ers it works with have been able to keep 
Israel’s bee population in good health, 

even as the rest of the Western world 
frets about a looming agricultural crisis 
as a consequence of their loss of bees 
over the last few years. 

While other countries’ bees suffer 
from a lack of horticultural diversity, 
which shortens the amount of time that 
food is available to them, Israel’s wide 
variety of eucalyptus species — which 
flower in different seasons — offers bees 
a continuous and rich source of food 
year-round.

Israel is a small country, so when it 
comes to protecting agricultural en-
deavors, the story is one of collabora-
tion, not competition. With roughly 
500 beekeepers caring for about 100,000 
beehives, the Israeli beekeeping com-
munity is small and dedicated to sup-
porting each other. 

In Kfar Bilu alone, there are three 
beekeepers, and they have worked to-
gether to encourage residents to plant 
nectar-producing species, especially 
eucalyptus, around their homes and the 
open areas, improving the neighbor-
hood’s aesthetics and the bees’ ability to 
find food all year. 

A sweet new year for Israel’s bees
By Mara Friedman/JNS.org

A eucalyptus plant in Kfar Bilu, Israel

(Continued on p. 17)
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The United States is home to follow-
ers of hundreds of religious faiths, yet 
few know much about their neighbors’ 
beliefs, practices or traditions. National 
Geographic Sacred Journeys, a new ex-
hibit, will change that. It opened Aug. 29 
at the Children’s Museum of Indianapo-
lis and will remain open through 2016.

Each year 
more than 330 
million people 
around the world 
journey to sacred 
places as part of 
their religious 
commitments. 
Some seek en-
lightenment or 
healing. Others 
perform acts of 
devotion that are 
expressions of 
deep faith. The 
new exhibit re-
flects this diver-
sity of religious 
and spiritual pil-
grimage through 
immersive envi-
ronments created 
with photography 
from National 
Geographic. Fami-
lies will be able to 
observe, discuss, 

and begin to understand some of the 
beliefs and sacred journeys made by 
people around the world. 

Recreated places, spaces, and events 
will invite visitors to learn more about 
the history and beliefs that support spir-
itual practices that take place at home 
and within our congregations. Featured 
sites include — 

• The Western Wall of the Second 
Jewish Temple in Jerusalem

• Dome of the Rock mosque, site of 
Muhammad’s ascent to heaven in 
Jerusalem

• Caves in the bluffs along the Dead 
Sea in Qumran, Israel where the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered

• The Grand Mosque in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia, to which all Mus-

lims are expected to make a 
pilgrimage or Hajj once in their 
lifetimes 

• Tepeyac Hill and the Roman 
Catholic Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Mexico City, Mexico

• Allahabad and Sangam at the 
confluence of three rivers sacred 
to Hindus at the Ganges River in 
India, site of some of the largest 
gatherings of humans on earth

• Bodh Gaya, birthplace of Bud-
dhism, and the Bodh Tree where 
Gautama Buddha achieved en-
lightenment in Bihar, India.

The exhibit will come to life through 
the personal stories of children and 
families who participate in sacred jour-
neys or practices. Connecting with 
these experiences will allow visitors to 
learn how pilgrimage and revered arti-
facts reflect religious traditions and the 
cultures associated with those religions.

Among the artifacts featured in the 
7,000-square-foot exhibition are frag-
ments of the Dead Sea scrolls from 
Qumran, Israel, a large stone from the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, Jewish de-
votional objects taken into space by 

former astronaut David Wolf, a piece 
of the Kiswa (a gold-embroidered fab-
ric, which drapes the Kaaba in Mecca, 
a throne built for the Dalai Lama’s U.S. 
visit in 2010, a sand mandala created by 
Buddhist monks at the museum, and 
Ganesh (Hindu god of good fortune).

“People travel 
the world in 

search of trans-
formative experi-

ences, whether 
they journey to 
perform acts of 

faith, pursue en-
lightenment, or 

seek healing. 
Those who seek 

to understand the 
motivations for 
these sacred jour-
neys develop an awareness of cultural 
diversity and respect for religious tradi-
tions,” says Dr. Jeffrey H. Patchen, presi-
dent and CEO, the Children’s Museum 
of Indianapolis. 

“Children and families will have the 
opportunity to learn about pilgrimages, 
festivals and important objects con-

Largest JCC library 
book sale  
Oct. 26-30

The JCC library is now accepting 
books for its annual book sale which 
will be held from Oct. 26   to Oct. 30. 

Librarian Mary Lou Henneman says, 
“We already have collected more books 
than ever before. They include Jewish 
and secular books ranging from fiction 
and nonfiction, history, art, and much 
more.”

Those who wish to donate gently 
read books that are in very good condi-
tion, may bring them to the JCC library 
between Oct. 19 to 23. 

The library does not accept encyclo-
pedias, textbooks, or magazines, but is 
looking for Jewish and secular fiction 
and nonfiction books for adults, teens, 
preteens, and especially for children.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to prepare for 

the annual book sale. Because space is 
limited, the library needs people to help 
carry boxes and arrange books to make 
the sale appealing. (Contact Mary Lou 
Henneman for dates and times at the 
phone number/email below.)

Questions about any of the 
above:

Contact Mary Lou Henneman at the 
JCC library (330-746-3251, ext. 126) or 
by email at englishfestival@yahoo.com 
for dates and times. 

Check out a special book at the 
JCC Library

Violins of Hope tells the true story of 
Amnon Weinstein, a violin maker from 
Tel Aviv, who has repaired more than 
45 violins from the Holocaust. Author 
James Grymes weaves together the per-
sonal stories of Weinstein’s family along 
with the impact the instruments made 
in the lives of the Jews throughout his-
tory. (Recommended by Nancy Burnett 
and Jesse McClain.)

Eighteen of the violins are on display 
at the Maltz Museum in an exhibit cu-
rated by Grymes. 

The exhibit will be open from Oct. 
1, until Jan. 3, 2016. For further infor-
mation contact the Museum at 216 593-
0575.

A large stone from the Western Wall in Jerusalem is on display at the Indianapolis Children’s 
Museum

Jewish astronaut 
David Wolf took this 
yod and shofar into 
space in Sept. 1997.

Even the Space 
Station needed a 
mezzuzah — which 
Astronaut David Wolf 
took with him on 
one of his four space 
flights

(Continued on p. 23) 

Culture
National Geographic partners with world’s largest 
children’s museum to create ‘Sacred Journeys’ exhibit
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To appreciate how much Israelis love 
Elvis Presley, you just have to hear three 
generations of the Mizrachi family of 
Rehovot crooning, “Wise men say only 
fools rush in…but I can’t help falling in 
love with you.”  

The Mizrachis — mom Aliza, sons 
Asaf and Yehoram, and granddaugh-
ter Kahila — had just downed some 
American-style burgers at the Elvis Inn, 
a restaurant, convenience store, and gas 
station that proudly claims to be the 
only Israeli institution devoted to “The 
King.” And they were busy inspecting 
the impressive Elvis memorabilia and 
chotchke collection on the premises.

Drivers passing through this corner 
of the hills surrounding Jerusalem often 
do a double-take from the car window 
when they spot not one, but two way-
more-than-life-sized statues of Elvis. 
Unless, of course, they’re among those 
who, like the Mizrachis, make a special 
pilgrimage to the Elvis Inn, located in 
the small hillside town of Neve Ilan.

Where else can Israelis hear all-Elvis, 
all-the-time piped into a 1950s-style 
diner while they feast on burgers and 
fries? Where else can they purchase an 
Elvis mini-alarm clock, a platter-sized 
“Elvis in Jerusalem” plate, or a postcard 
with Elvis wearing tefillin in front of 
the Western Wall? (The latter souvenir 
comes thanks to Photoshop, since The 
King was never in Israel — the closest 
he got was Germany, and there is no 
evidence that he ever wore tefillin.) Bet-
ter yet, buy a cup of coffee for 15 shekels 
($3.88) and you get the ceramic Elvis 
mug to take home as a souvenir.

But nothing of this Elvis sanctuary 
was in the picture when Uri Yoeli was 
a 12-year-old growing up in Jerusalem, 
the seventh generation of his family to 

do so. The year was 1958, and the Is-
raeli pre-teen had a girlfriend who was 
a hardcore fan.

“She gave me a picture of a man and 
said it was someone named Elvis,” he 
recalls. “The next week she gave me a 
small record—‘One Night with You.’” 
Back then, his family owned one of just 
a handful of gramophones in all of Je-
rusalem, and being willing to repeatedly 
play the Elvis record instantly made 
Yoeli one of the most popular kids in the 
neighborhood. 

“I didn’t understand one word of 
English but I knew this was great mu-
sic,” he says, nearly six decades later. So 
began a lifelong devotion to “The King,” 
punctuated with trips to Graceland (El-
vis’s Memphis shrine) and an impres-
sive collection of Elvis memorabilia, 
much of it now on display at Israel’s El-

Elvis lives—
at Israeli restaurant and gas station

By Deborah Fineblum Schabb/JNS.org

Photo/Deborah Fineblum Schabb.

Elvis-themed bottles of wine on sale at the 
Elvis Inn in Neve Ilan, Israel. 

BY
GAETANO

DONIZETTI

Friday, November 13, 7:30pm
330-259-0555

OperaWesternReserve.org

1000 Fifth Ave, Youngstown
Susan Davenny Wyner, Music Director
David Vosburgh, Production Director

The Jewish Community Center 
and Lit Youngstown are sponsoring a 
visual and literary collaboration of five 
readings and receptions corresponding 
with five shows in the Thomases Family 
Gallery, between October and April. 

Three writers from the region will 
engage with pieces on exhibit or read 
from previous work. The first of these 
readings will take place on Oct. 1 at 7 
p.m. with a reception to follow.

Lit Youngstown is a community of 
writers from the greater Youngstown 
area. 

“Onward, New Work by Daniel 
Rauschenbach” will open on Oct. 26 
in the Thomases Family Gallery of the 
Jewish Community Center. A reception 
for the artist will take place on Tuesday 

Oct. 27 from 5:30-7 p.m.
Daniel Rauschenbach Artist’s Statement

As a Youngstown-based artist I strive 
to create an empowering body of work 
that reflects life’s many landscapes. The 
landscape, the portrait, and the motif 
of the subjects help tell a great story, 
and fashion a progressive piece of art-
work that empowers the space in which 
the artwork shows. Growing up in the 
post-industrial era of Youngstown, I 
have been able to find beauty in an area 
that has dealt with many hardships. This 
post-industrial landscape has become 
commonplace for all who live in this 
region of the country. There have been 
times when my artwork has questioned 
these surroundings, but it was in an ef-
fort to discover the splendor in them.

“Amarillo Peaks”  Watercolor, 2015 Size: 42” x 42”  from new show in the Thomases Gallery

Shows, readings, receptions in gallery

Culture

(Continued on p. 17)
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The Youngs-
town chapter 
of the Zionist 
Organization 
of America 
will host Su-
san Tuchman, 
ZOA’s director 
of the Center 
for Law and 
Justice on Oct. 
22, at 7 p.m. at 
the JCC.

Ms Tuch-
man will speak about “Anti-Semitism 
and Israel-bashing on campus: What 
you should know, how we can fight it” , 
A dessert reception will follow the pro-
gram.

Campus anti-Semitism is a serious 
problem on campuses across the country 
with Jewish students being threatened, 
harassed and even physically assaulted 
for supporting Israel. Jewish property has 
been defaced and destroyed.The Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions Move-
ment campaign and other anti-Israel 
efforts are on the rise. Jewish and pro-
Israel speakers and programs have been 
disrupted and shut down.

What would you do if this hap-
pened to your child? And what would 

your child do? The ZOA is a leader in 
protecting Jewish students from anti-
Semitism and anti-Israelism on their 
campuses.

Susan Tuchman, Esq., director of the 
ZOA Center for Law and Justice, will 
discuss the kinds of problems that Jew-
ish students are facing at their colleges 
and universities and effective strategies 
for responding. Make sure that you and 
your children know what to expect and 
how to fight back.

Established in 1897, the Zionist Or-
ganization of America is the  oldest and 
one of the largest pro-Israel organiza-
tions in the United States. Much of Atty. 
Tuchman’s work at the ZOA has been 
dedicated to advocating for Jewish stu-
dents facing anti-Semitism and Israel-
bashing. 

The ZOA played a key role in getting 
the U.S. Department of Education to 
clarify its civil rights policy in October 
2010, so that Jewish students at feder-
ally-funded schools would be protected 
from anti-Semitic harassment and in-
timidation under federal law.

In 2006, the Forward newspaper 
named Ms. Tuchman one of the “50 
most influential members of the Jewish 
community” based on her legal work on 
behalf of Jewish students.

Tableware
Cards

Decorations
Thank Yous

Manischewitz & Mogen David  
Kosher Wines

Churchill Commons

Fruit Trays
Rolls, Cakes & Pastries

Meat, Vegetable & Relish Trays .
Wing-Dings 

Fried Chicken
Beverages

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

Locally owned
and operated

Make every day 
taste better

See our expanded Kosher section
4700 BELMONT AVENUE

759-9502

Great Food

Susan Tuchman

ZOA speaker Tuchman to address 
anti-Semitism on college campuses 

Photo/Jewish Journal

Professor Mari Alschuler, chair of the community-wide Mitzvah Day on Oct. 25 shows off 
quilts she made with Kandy Rawl and other members of her Quilters Guild for donation to 
Akron Children’s Hospital.

Mitzvah Day brings synagogues, 
Jewish organizations together 
to help needy in community 

Thanks to Mari Alschuler, assistant 
professor of social work at Youngstown 
State University and the chair of Rodef 
Sholom’s Social Action Committee, this 
year’s Mitzvah Day on Oct. 25 will bring 
together volunteers and donations from 
members of all area synagogues, stu-
dents of Akiva Academy and MSJS, and 
the Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion. 

“Last year,” Prof Alschuler said, 
Mitzvah Day was solely a Rodef Sho-
lom activity.” But between last year 
and this, she said, “Rabbi Frank Muller 
encouraged me to include the other 
synagogues.” And that encouragement 
proved successful. She said that each 
rabbi have been actively involved in ad-
dition to the Federation, all of which 
have sent representatives to planning 
meetings.

Mitzvah Days can be found in Jew-

ish communities around the country 
and around the world. In the United 
Kingdom, Mitzvah Day takes place in 
November and unites London’s Jewish 
community and other groups around a 
single coordinated day of social action 
across the country.

In the Mahoning Valley, the day will 
start at the Jewish Community Center 
with breakfast from 10 - 11:30 a.m. for 
volunteers. The multipurpose room will 
be set up with different stations for as-
sembling donated items for distribution 
to recipient agencies.

Donors may bring needed items to 
bins at all the synagogues, at Akiva and 
MSJS through Oct. 22. On Mitzvah Day, 
people can bring their donations to the 
JCC until 10 a.m.

The social action activities include 
more than donations of items or funds. 

Continued on next page)
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Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot - 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 9:45 a.m.

Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simchat 
Torah – 
Monday, Oct. 5,  9:45 a.m. on
Yizkor to be recited about 11 a.m.

 In the evening, we will join to cel-
ebrate the never-ending cycle of Torah 
with special aliyot, singing, dancing, 
and food: 6 p.m. 

Weather-permitting, we will take our 
parade outdoors.

Ohev Tzedek’s Board of Directors
The board will meet Wednesday, Oct. 

14 at 6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services
Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.
Minyan
Thursday, 7:30 a.m.

Adult Education Classes
Fall adult education classes will be-

gin in mid-October if there is sufficient 
registration. Each course is designed to 
be approximately 10 sessions, generally 
on week nights, unless the class agrees 
on a weekday time. Some classes will re-
quire a text to be purchased in addition 
to the registration fee. Rabbi Oresky is 
still open to suggestions for classes not 
proposed below. All of the classes are 
open to the entire Jewish community.

Hebrew – Levels I and II 
The way into all Jewish learning is 

through Hebrew — learn this old-new 
language from alef or enhance the read-
ing skills that you already have. The 
class will use the National Jewish Out-
reach Program materials as well as sev-
eral other sources, including the siddur 
and chumash.
The Sh’ma and its Blessings

Using Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s ex-
cellent volume in the My People’s Prayer 
Book series as a guide, the class will ex-
plore this central prayer as an entry into 
exploration of tefilla, Jewish prayer.
Lashon Harah

What It Is and How to Avoid It: 
Spreading lashon harah —  “evil speech,” 
which can be understood as “negative 
truth” — is a damaging and pervasive 
habit. We’ll study its effects and devise 
ways to avoid committing this grave sin 
so that we might move from hurting to 
healing.
Reading the Psalms as a Spiritual 
Practice

The 150 psalms in Sefer Tehillim 
constitute an encyclopedia of Jewish 
spirituality — how can we approach 
them to elevate our spiritual lives?
Selected Books of the Prophets

Read beyond the haftarot! By delving 
deeper into some of the prophetic writ-
ings, we’ll begin to access the wisdom of 
this crucial middle third of the Tanakh. 

Adult education OT’s fall focus
Ohev Tzedek

berg has led more than 6,000 11th and 
12th grade students from diverse aca-
demic, racial, ethnic, and socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds out of their schools 
on a 10-day moving classroom journey, 
along the path of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, through five states in the Ameri-
can South. Along the way, the young 
people visit Civil Rights sites, meet 
leaders of the Movement and learn the 
lessons of the Movement such as justice, 
nonviolence,civic responsibility, hope 
compassion, tolerance and not being a 
silent witness. 

Currently, Sojourn to the Past is ac-
tive throughout California, in Ohio,  
New York, and Massachusetts. Penny 
Wells of Youngstown is the director of 

Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the Past
The JCC’s “Lunch and Learn” is 

part of Ohio’s Nonviolence Week, Oct. 
4-10. Sojourn to the Past led to the es-
tablishment of Non-Violence Week in 
Youngstown.

In other activities, a Nonviolence 
Parade/Rally is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 4. The parade begins at the corner 
of Wick and Wood and ends at Covelli 
Center with a rally to follow

On Wednesday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. the 
60th Anniversary of Emmett Till’s mur-
der will be recognized at the Tyler His-
torical Center. Simeon Wright, cousin 
of Emmett Till, and FBI agent Dale Kill-
inger, who reopened the Emmett Till 
case in 2004, will speak.

Civil Rights ‘Lunch and Learn’ (continued from p. 4)

Prof. Alschuler said that it’s the donation 
of volunteer time, energy and effort and 
encouraging the participation of others 
that makes Mitzvah Day feel more like a 
community-wide event. 

She said that young people who en-
tertained residents of Whispering Oaks 
in Sharon and at Heritage Manor and 
Levy Gardens last year will bring their 
talents to cheer the residents again this 
year.

Among the items needed are the fol-
lowing:

Hearing Aids will be collected and 
donated to Dr. Audra Branham of Hear-
ing Innovations, the Starkey Hearing 
Foundation or can be given to Levy Gar-
dens for a donation to Allison’s Hope for 
Hearing. 

Animals are also beneficiaries of 
Mitzvah Day. Dog food is being collect-
ed for the Trumbull County Dog War-
den. Other area animal shelters will re-
ceive donated canned cat and dog food, 
dog leashes and cat  harnesses, groom-
ing supplies, cat litter and scoops, win-
dow cleaner and paper towels, bleach, 
rubber gloves and bath towels.  

Eyeglasses are being collected at each 
of the synagogues for donation to the 
Lion’s Club.

  Sojourner House and Someplace 
Safe can use feminine hygiene products, 
toilet paper, diapers and pull ups, and   
mini toiletries.

Chemo bags, to provide both com-
fort and entertainment, are being made 
for donation to people undergoing 
treatment at the Hope Cancer Center in 
Howland. Hoped for donations for adult 
chemo bags include warm, fuzzy socks 
(for men or women), 3 oz. containers of 
hand sanitizer or non-medicated hand 
lotion, scent and taste-free lip balm—
hard candy, current magazines, small 
packages of tissues, snack items, sanitiz-
ing wipes in small plastic packages, and 
warm hats or head scarves.

Children undergoing chemotherapy 
would appreciate finding in their bags 
coloring books and crayons, stickers, 
small games or puzzles, warm, fuzzy 
socks, nut-free snacks, tissues and warm 
hats.

Donations of items for the bags or 
monetary gifts would be greatly appre-
ciated. Each bag costs approximately 
$18 to make. 

For Akron Children’s Hospital pa-
tients, requests are for quilted or cro-
cheted blankets, size 30”x36” or materi-
als to make these; knitted or crocheted 
baby/child caps and booties or materials 
to make these; and allergen-free, new 
small stuffed toys.

On Mitzvah Day, children volunteers 
will be making get-well cards for kids in 
area hospitals. Donations of card stock, 
markers, glitter and stickers can be put 
to good use for this project.

Four hundred books have been col-
lected for E. J. Blott Elementary School 
in Liberty.

Monetary donations will be used to 
purchase additional items needed to 
complete some of this years projects 
Donations can be made through www.
jewishyoungstown.org/mitzvahday. 
Checks can also be mailed to the JCC 
and made payable to the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation with a memo 
for “Mitzvah Day.”  

Donations can also be made to the 
Galilee Medical Center in Israel for its 
children’s unit, through the above web-
site.

Mitzvah Day (continued from p. 10
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ADULT  
PROGRAMMING

Darlene’s Destinations
For more information about adult programming 
contact: Darlene Muller 330-746-3250 Ext. 106 Or 
Dmuller@Jccyoungstown.org.

Bullets Over Broadway
Hailed by Time Maga-
zine as “Musical Theatre 
Gold!” Bullets Over 
Broadway is the hilarious 
musical comedy about 
the making of a Broad-
way show. Bullets Over 
Broadway is the story 
of a young playwright 
who, in desperate need 
of financial backing for 
his next show, accepts 
an offer he can’t refuse 
from a mobster looking 
to please his showgirl 
girlfriends. Price includes your choice of seating, 
transportation, and tip for the bus driver. Dinner on 
your own.
Date: Sunday, Oct. 18
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 2:30 p.m.
Return: 10:30 p.m.
Orchestra: $75/Member $85/Non Member
Dress Circle: $100/Member    $115/Non Member

Wizard of Oz
Click your heels together and join Scarecrow, Tin 
Man, Lion, Dorothy and her little dog Toto as they 
journey through the magical Land of Oz to meet 
the Wizard and obtain their hearts desires. Price 
includes orchestra or dress circle seating, transporta-
tion, and bus tip. Lunch on your own.
Date: Sunday, Dec. 6
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 9:30 a.m.
Return: 3:00 p.m.
Orchestra: $75/Member $85/ Non Member
Dress Circle: $100/Member $115/Non Member

ANNIE
Leapin’ Lizards! The 
world’s best loved 
musical returns in 
time honored form. 
This production of 
ANNIE will be a 
brand new incarna-
tion of the iconic 
original. ANNIE 

includes such unforgettable songs as “It’s the Hard 
Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “I Don’t need Anything 
But You,” plus the eternal anthem of optimism, “To-
morrow”. Price includes orchestra seat, transporta-

tion and tip for bus driver.
Date: Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: Noon
Return: 7:00 p.m.
Orchestra: $75/Member $85/ Non Member
Dress Circle: $100/Member $115/Non Member

iPad 101
If you have an iPad, but don’t know how to use 
it, this class is perfect for you! iPad 101 will show 
you how to set up an email account and App Store 
account, use the App Store, install new apps, and 
organize your apps. You’ll also learn basic functions 
of the iPad.
Date: Wednesdays: Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28
Time: 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Location: Adult Lounge
$45/Member $55/Non Member

iPad 102
This class is for people who have a basic knowledge 
of their iPad, but want to earn more. This course will 
show you how to organize your photos, sync your 
iPad with your iPhone or iTunes and use programs 
like Dropbox. You’ll also learn how to use your iPad 
to stay in touch with family and friends.
Date: Wednesdays: October 7, 14, 21, 28
Time: 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Location: Adult Lounge
$45/Member $55/Non Member

Mah Jongg
Don’t miss the opportunity 
to learn this great game for 
all generations. We are so 
fortunate to have Shirley Ar-
nold who has been playing 
and teaching for numerous 
years to be your instructor. 
Each participant must have a current 2015 Mah-
jongg card that may be purchased at the Bursar’s 
Office for $9.
Date: Tuesdays: Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17 & 24.
Time: 10:00 a.m.-12 noon.
Location: Adult Lounge
$55/Member $65/Non Member

J Café
Art with Al
Internationally renowned Abstract Expressionist art-
ist Al Bright creates paintings set to live jazz music. 
Over his career he has collaborated with many jazz 
legends including Jesse Owens, James Williams, 
and Billy Pierce to bring sound to their color. “Art-
ists and musicians share a similar lexicon-balance, 
color, harmony, tonality, and rhythm,” says Bright. 
His abstract paintings translate music to visual expe-
rience. Lunch will be served.
Date: Thursday, Oct. 22.
Time: Noon-1:30 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
$8/Member $10/Non Member
$12 after October 19 

For more on Youth Programming contact: Emily Col-
lins 330-746-3250 Ext. 152 or  
Ecollins@Jccyoungstown.org

PJ Library
PJ Library is a Jewish family engagement program 
implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. Through the program, we mail free, high-
quality Jewish children’s literature and music to 
families across the greater Youngstown area on a 
monthly basis. All families raising Jewish children 
from age six months through eight years are wel-
come to enroll. The books are also available at the 
JCC Library for checkout. All PJ Library program-
ming and events are open to members of the greater 
Youngstown community, and are not limited to the 
Jewish community.

Challah Tots
Challah making, crafts, and story-time to prepare for 
Shabbat.
Date: Thursday, Nov. 5
Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Location: The JCC

For more information on the Studio offerings con-
tact: Liz Rubino 330-746-3250 ext. 187 or  
lrubino@jccyoungstown.org

Storytime! Princes & Princesses (Ages 
3-5)
Participants will be lead through weekly discoveries 
in fairy tale settings as they play with the principles 
of improvisational drama, creative movement, and 
visual arts. A safe and fun learning environment 
where costumes and play are highly encouraged!
Dates: Tuesdays in October
Time: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
$65/Member $75/Non Member
Minimum 4

Storybook Theater (Ages 6-9)
Participants will journey with their favorite story-
book characters to new and outrageous settings 
while practicing improvisation, imagination and 
character development in acting! A wonderful the-
ater class for beginners!
Dates: Tuesdays in October
Time: 4:30-5:30 p.m.
$65/Member $75/Non Member
Minimum 4

Theater Dance! (Ages 10-21)
In this master class, participants will work to exer-

Liz Rubino  
Studios at the JCC

JCC

Youth 
Programming
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Date: Saturdays
Time: 9:30 -10:00 a.m. 
$15/Member  $30/Non-member

Dolphins (3-5 Years)
Children are taught basic swimming skills, pool 
safety tips and water games. These classes run 
monthly, and space is limited. 
Day: Saturdays
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
$15/Member  $30/ Non-member

Sharks (6-12 Years)
Children are taught basic swimming skills and pool 
safety tips while becoming self-reliant in the water. 
These classes run monthly, and space is limited.
Days: Tuesday/Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
$35/Member $50/Non-member

Private Swim Lessons
Private swim lessons provide the greatest flexibility 
and one-on-one attention for swimmers of any age. 
Private lessons are perfect for the beginner all the 
way to the experienced swimmer looking to im-
prove their skills in an individualized setting. 
1:1 Student/teacher ratio
The new pricing for private swim lessons is as fol-
lows:
4 lessons @30 minutes
$75/Member $95/Non Member
4 lessons @60 minutes
$125/Member $145/Non Member

cise the body through dance as it applies to the the-
ater! Practice several dance forms and learn famous 
choreographers’ styles to your favorite Broadway 
songs with a master teacher! No previous dance ex-
perience necessary. Come dressed to move.
Date: Sunday, Nov. 1.
Time: 1:00-3:00 p.m.
$35/Member $45/Non-Member

Broadway 360 MIinis! (Ages 5-9)
These one-day musical theater workshops are 
designed to introduce youth to singing, acting 
and dancing a portion of a Broadway production 
number in just 3 hours! Previous workshops have 
included the musicals Matilda and Mary Poppins! 
A superb training opportunity for young artists to 
dabble in “triple-threat” land!
Date: Sunday, Nov. 8,
Time: 12:30-3:30 p.m.
$45/Member $55/ Non-Member

Animate!
A Musical Tribute to Walt’s World and More!
Join the Liz Rubino Studios youth for a fun-filled 
dinner concert. They will sing and dance their way 
through music from your favorite animated movies 
while you enjoy a fantastic dinner, Chinese auction, 
and visits from classic characters! Fun for the entire 
family.
Date: Saturday, Nov. 21,
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: JCC

For more information on Fitness and Personal Train-
ing contact: Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 182 or 
kharry@jccyoungstown.org.An important reminder 
for members
Get Fit, Feel Great! Personal Training at the JCC.
If you want to tone your body, increase endurance, 
improve coordination and balance as well as look 
and feel better, personal training at the JCC is right 
for you! Our nationally certified personal trainers 
will develop a personalized fitness routine based 
upon individual fitness levels and goals. We offer 30 
minute, 45 minute and 60 minute sessions. For pric-
ing or to schedule your session contact: Keith Harry, 
Fitness team leader.

For more information on Group Exercise contact: 
Shelia Cornell 330-746-3250 ext. 106 or dmuller@
jccyoungstown.org

Get Certified at the JCC!
The Jewish Community Center and NETA, a non-
profit fitness professional association, are co-spon-
soring the following nationally-recognized fitness 

Fitness

workshops:
Group Exercise Certification 
Potential and current fitness instructors will learn 
basic academic and practical application of teach-
ing group exercise. No college, science or teach-
ing background required. Workshop registration 
includes a full-day review, written exam and 2-year 
certification.
Date: Saturday Oct. 3
Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $249 if registered before Sept. 2
$299 after Sept. 2.
Register: Call 800-237-6242  
or online at www.netafit.org 

Body Weight Training 
No Equipment, No Problem! Your body is a piece 
of equipment you can never lose or forget at home. 
It can be used when space is limited, if you are 
outdoors, or as a great tool when you have no other 
equipment. In this course you will discover fun 
ways to create total body workouts that focus on the 
8 primal movement patterns. Develop workouts that 
improve cardiovascular fitness, total body strength, 
and core stability simply using your own body 
weight.
Date: Sunday Oct. 4 
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Cost $119
Register: Call 800-237-6242 or online at www.ne-
tafit.org 

Coming Soon to the JCC — Pickleball!
This fun sport combines elements of tennis, bad-
minton and ping-pong. The rules are simple and the 
game is easy for beginners to learn, but can develop 
into a quick, fast-paced, competitive game for ex-
perienced players. Want to learn more and see how 
the game is played? We have 2 upcoming Pickleball 
Open Houses.
Date: Monday, Oct. 19 
Time: 10:00 a.m.-12 noon
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 28
Time: 5:00-7:00 p.m.

For more information on aquatics contact: Marco 
DiTommaso 330-746-3250 ext. 112 or  
Aquatics@Jccyoungstown.org

You & Me Baby (6-36 Months)
A four-week class where parents assist their chil-
dren in the water. Children will learn how to float 
on their backs and stomachs and will improve their 
motor skills. Swim pants or swim diapers are re-
quired! 

Group Exercise
AQUATICS

(Continued on page 16)

F.Y.I-Family and Youth Initiative 
At the JCC, we believe in providing a quality, fam-
ily friendly environment. We strive to make the 
pool one of the many places within our facility that 
is especially welcoming to families with children. 
In order to further our endeavors to foster such an 
environment, we will be hosting events at the pool 
that are specifically targeted towards families and 
youth.

Pumpkin Plunge
Date: Oct. 26
Time: 4:30-6:00 p.m.
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Prayer project calls on Christians  
worldwide to honor fallen IDF soldiers

By Abra Forman/BreakingIsraelNews.com/JNS.org
Heart to Heart, an Israeli non-prof-

it organization that supports Israel’s 
emergency services, has launched a 
new prayer project enabling Christian 
supporters of the Jewish state to of-
fer spiritual comfort to the families of 
the Israel Defense Forces soldiers who 
were killed in the summer 2014 Opera-
tion Protective Edge. The project has 
sparked an outpouring of love and sup-
port worldwide, gathering hundreds of 
prayers from dozens of countries and 
U.S. states.

Sixty-six IDF soldiers were killed 
in last summer’s conflict with Hamas, 
during which the terrorist organization 
fired more than 5,000 rockets from the 
Gaza Strip to Israel, bringing two-thirds 
of the country within firing range. 

Most of the country has moved on, 
but for many Israelis, the pain of the 
war will never end. The soldiers who 
died were sons, brothers, husbands, 
and fathers, each leaving behind fami-
lies that will mourn them for the rest of 
their lives.

Heart to Heart, which supports Isra-
el’s national ambulances, EMS, and blood 
banking institutions, is reaching out to 
Christian supporters of Israel worldwide 
and giving them the opportunity to of-
fer their heartfelt prayers for the comfort 
and healing of the mourners.

To date, personal prayers have been 
received from 26 countries and 38 U.S. 
states. Heart to Heart hopes to garner 
at least 10 prayers for each family in 
mourning — nearly 700 prayers in total. 
The organization will publish the collec-
tion of prayers in an effort to share with 

the Israeli public the strength of spiri-
tual support for Israel’s military heroes.

“When we release these publicly it 
will make a big impact on the families 
of those who have fallen in battle and 
Israel in general, as a great expression of 
comfort and solidarity,” Heart to Heart 
Director Jonathan Feldstein told Break-
ing Israel News.

Feldstein said that Heart to Heart “has 
had unique success in involving Chris-
tians to save lives in Israel, but some-
times even with the most Herculean ef-
forts, that’s not to be.”

“We honor and remember those who 
lost their lives defending Israel in the 
2014 Gaza war, and together, Jews and 
Christians, we want to show support 
and solidarity for their families, recog-
nizing their loss and grief, and sending 
them our prayers,” he said, adding that 
one of the most touching aspects of the 
project is how thankful people are for 
the chance to share their support.” said 
Feldstein.

Israel is the foundation of strength-
ening the Judeo-Christian relationship, 
according to Feldstein.

“Jews and Christians understand the 
prophetic calling of Israel, and how it 
is a fulfillment of prophecy and God’s 
promise. Standing together with Israel, 
blessing Israel, and praying for Israel is a 
realization of our obligations and a repair 
of the 2,000-year-old breach between Ju-
daism and early Christianity,” he said.

Considering the history of the two 
faiths, the enthusiasm and love rep-
resented by the prayer project is even 
more significant, Feldstein explained.

This October, the Holocaust Center 
of Pittsburgh becomes the region’s new-
est education resource and cultural asset 
when it officially relocates and opens its 
own exhibit and programming space.

Staying true to its original mission, 
the center’s new spae is a living memori-
al and a comprehensive resource center 
to convey the contemporary relevance 
of the atrocities of the Holocaust and its 
lessons.

The Center’s new home in the East 
End in Squirrel Hill Plaza, 826 Hazel-
wood Avenue, a location easily acces-
sible via major road and bus routes, with 
ample parking to accommodate groups.

A public grand opening event on Oct. 
18 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. will formally 
introduce the center to the region and 
present the premiere of “In Celebration 
of Life: Living Legacy,” an original exhi-
bition conceived, developed and curated 
by the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh. 
Created expressly as the inaugural exhib-
it for the Center, it honors and commem-
orates the region’s Holocaust survivors.

Light hors d’oeuvres and refresh-

ments will be served. The cost is $18/
person, but free for Holocaust survivors 
and students with valid ID).

To reserve, call 412 421-1500 or visit: 
http://holocaustcenterpgh.org/

New space and inaugural exhibit
for Pittsburgh Holocaust Center 

On Oct. 11, Sister Jerome Corcoran 
will celebrate her 100th birthday at a 
celebration co-chaired by Atty. James L. 
Pazol, a past president of the YAJF.

Sister Jerome has been a force in 
educating both inner city children and 
their parents since 1953 when she was 
appointed supervisor of education for 
elementary and secondary schools for 
the Diocese of Youngstown.

In 2012, at age 96, Sister Jerome estab-

lished Sister Jerome’s Poor under the aus-
pices of the Ursuline Sisters to help work-
ing poor families in emergencies and to 
assist 12 inner-city college kids striving 
to graduate college into a good job. Her 
success rate is 84 percent compared to a 
national success rate of 11 percent.

The dinner will be held at the 
Georgetown at 5:30 p.m. The cost is $45 
with proceeds benefiting Sister Jerome’s 
Poor. Reservations are asked by Oct. 1.

Sister Jerome’s contributions to the  region 
to be recognized at 100th birthday event
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Unlikely etrog grower helps American 
city dwellers connect with Sukkot

By Maayan Jaffe/JNS.org

There is something special and iron-
ic about seeing the iconic and illustrious 
yellow etrog growing in the “frozen tun-
dra” of America’s mid-Atlantic region 
during the winter. It seems an impossi-
bility, but Darrell Zaslow of Upper Park 
Heights, MD, has made it reality.

Nestled in greenhouses throughout 
the greater Baltimore region are hun-
dreds of etrog trees with kosher etrogim. 
The project, which began 20 years ago 
as an experiment, has blossomed into a 
hands-on lesson in Jewish law for thou-
sands of visitors each year.

Zaslow laughs as he recounts that 
first Sukkot 20 years ago, when he de-
cided to harvest the seeds of his holiday 
etrog. He opened his etrog and extract-
ed the seeds, putting them between two 
wet paper towels. Next thing he knew, 
they sprouted.

“I sprouted about 10 little plants and 
of the 10 little plants, a couple of them 
survived the long, cold, lonely winter,” 
Zaslow tells JNS.org. 

The following year, Zaslow (a law-
yer by trade) rounded up his friends’ 
etrogim and purchased about 500 oth-
ers that would otherwise have been dis-
carded after Sukkot. He spent more than 
two months harvesting all of the seeds, 
and from those he produced another set 
of 1,000 two-inch by three-inch etrog 
plants. Those plants became 100 trees. 

The first trees flowered into green-
house orchards — and an educational 
tool Zaslow could have never have 
dreamed up.

“I’ll never forget that first morning I 
crawled through the greenhouse and saw 
a flower on one of the trees,” he recalls.

Photo/Courtesy Darrell Zaslow

Darrell Zaslow poses with massive etrog fruits that he grew. 

Consecration-Simchat Torah 
Sunday, Oct. 4
6:30 p.m. 
In the Sanctuary
For Andrew Bresnahan, Blythe Hively, 
and Thomas Rawl

Jewish Community Reform  
Gathering
Sunday, Oct. 11
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Mandel Jewish Community Center
26001 South Woodland Road
Beachwood, OH 44122 

This is the first community gather-
ing of Reform congregations from Erie 
to Toledo and Canton to Cleveland to 
meet and establish contacts that will be 
beneficial to all. The event is free and all 
are invited.

Rodef Sholom Big Ticket Raffle
With Dinner & Sock Hop!
Saturday, Oct. 17
Jewish Community Center
505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, OH 44504
6:30 p.m. Wine and Hors d’oeuvres
7:15 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. – 11 p.m. Dancing to the 
music of “The Hubcaps” featuring 
Barry Wagner

1st Place Raffle Prize $3,000, 2nd 
Place Raffle Prize $2,000, 3rd Place Raf-
fle Prize $1,000

Dinner, Dancing & Raffle Ticket 
$100 (Includes meals for 2 people)

Dinner & Dancing Only Ticket $40 
per person (Does not include raffle 
ticket)

Prize for the best 1950s themed out-
fit!

Contact the Temple at 330/744-5001 
for more information.

The 12th Annual 
Card Party and 

Luncheon  
Congregation Rodef Sholom 

Thursday, Oct. 8,
11:30 a.m.

In Strouss Hall 
Cost: $15 per person  
(includes lunch)

 
The Sisterhoods of both Rodef 

Sholom and El Emeth are looking 
forward to a wonderful day of cards, 

friendship and food.  
Come play Mah Jong, Bridge, Ca-
nasta, Rummy Q or any game you 
wish! Bring your own cards, Mah 
Jong, etc.  All guests are welcome! 
Reservations will be taken until 
Thursday, Oct. 1 by calling the 

Rodef Sholom Temple office at 330 
744-5001.

Payment for the event will be  
accepted at the door.

Rodef Sholom

(Continued on p. 24)

Woodland Hills, CA. – Private 
services were held for Alice Sisman 
Rome, 94, a longtime resident of 
Youngstown, who died peacefully, 
Sept. 14, in Woodland Hills.

She was born June 7, 1921, in 
Youngstown, to Anna and Mandel 
Sisman.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Manuel Rome. At the time 
of his death, 20 years ago, they had 
been married 51 years.

She was a loving and wonderful 
mother to Paula (Robert), Leonard 

(Melanie), Martin (Fran), and Jef-
fery (Susie); the beloved and proud 
grandmother of 10; and great-grand-
mother of four.

“Allie” had been a member of Ro-
def Sholom Congregation and a vol-
unteer at Heritage Manor.

She will be deeply missed.
Contributions may be made to 

Congregation Rodef Sholom, 1119 
Elm St., Youngstown, OH 44505.

Arrangements were handled by 
the Shriver-Allison-Courtley-Weller-
King Funeral Home in Youngstown.

In memoriam  — Alice Sisman Rome

Rodef Sholom
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Child Development Center

Will the Jewish Agen-
cy be obligated to 
continue the Jewish 
nation outside of Is-
rael? A wide glance 
for what each one of 
us can absorb from 
the holiday period.

There’s no doubt 
that the Jews in exile 
know what Rosh Ha-
shanah is: how to dip 
apples in honey, why 
we fast on Yom Kip-
pur, and some even 
decorate a Sukkah in 

Sukkot. But is being a Jew only about tradition and 
culture?

From our point of view, being Jewish is much more 
than religion. It is first and fore-
most being obligated to kind-
ness and respect for others. It 
is taking our share each day in 
the great mission of making this 
world a better place to live. 

Being Jewish is knowing that 
we are a part of something big, 
something like a big family in 
which each one of its members 
is an emissary for the greater 
good.

The Tishri holidays are a time 
of redemption, a time to make a 
stop in life and think about what 
you have been doing until now, 
and where you want to be in the 
future. This is a great opportu-
nity to open a blank page and 
start over.

Rosh Hashanah is the first 
day of the new Jewish year. 

Therefore, it is the best time 
for a fresh start — for a new begin-
ning. It is considered the time of 
Judgment, when God opens the 
book of life where all our deeds 
are written and decides who 
shall live and who is to die.

According to tradition, there 
are three kinds of people: the 
Righteous (Tzadikim), the wick-
ed, and those in between. While 
the Righteous are assured of life 
and the wicked of death, those 
in between (who are the major-
ity) are waiting for their fate to be 

decided.
The days between Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur 

are called “The Days of Awe.” Those are the 10 days 
in which the majority of Jews (most of us) should tip 
the scales in their favor to be written in the book of 
life. Therefore, people should behave at their best dur-
ing those days.

However, as we know, we are all human, and there-
fore we all make mistakes and commit our share of 
sins. We believe that a Jewish man or woman should 
strive to act on each day of the year as if it were one of 
the days of Awe.

At this time, we would like to wish you all a happy 
New Year. We feel very lucky to be here in Youngstown 
as a part of your wonderful community and hope this 
year will be successful and joyful for all of us.

Shana Tova Umetukah,
  Gon and Shai Erez

Photo/Jewish Journal

Gon and Shai Erez, Israeli 
schlichim.

Schlichim’s perspective on the High Holidays
 JCC Schlichim

Lunch & Learn:
Jewish-Arab Relations in Israel
A lecture by Mohammed Darawshe, Speaker for the 

Inter-Agency Task Force in Israel

November 6, 12 noon – 1 p.m.
Jewish Community Center

505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, Ohio 44504

Free event
R.S.V.P by Oct. 30 to Gon Erez 
(330) 746-3250 x 159 or by
email: Gerez@JewishYoungstown.org

JCC (continued from page 13)
P.A.L.S. – People with Autism Who Love to Swim
The JCC is proud to offer swim lessons that are spe-
cially geared towards those with autism. In July, our 
instructors underwent advanced training and begin 
offering lessons in August. Thanks to a grant from 
The Thomases Family Endowment, scholarship op-
portunities will be available. Those wishing to enroll 
in the JCC P.A.L.S. program can contact Aquatics 
Team Leader, Marco DiTommaso aquatics@jccyo-
ungstown.org for program information and enroll-
ment.

The path to Kindergarten begins at the CDC at the 
JCC!
The Child Development Center at the Jewish Com-
munity Center is the best of the best in the Mahon-
ing Valley. We have maintained a Step Up to Qual-
ity 4 Star Rating for the last 3 years. That means your 
child is getting top-notch care and education from 
the best instructors in the Childcare field. 
The time to register is now!
The Fall school year at the CDC is now underway, 
spots are still available!
What We Offer: 
Top-level, award winning care for children from 6 
weeks to 12 years old
Open Monday-Friday from 6:45 a.m. to 6:15 p.m.
 • A play-based curriculum that is individually 

geared to each child’s development, interests, 
and needs 

 • Creative enrichment classes that are part of the 
curriculum

 • Preschool Swim Lessons from a Red Cross Certi-
fied Instructor 

 • Music Class for all ages
 • Gymsters for toddlers and preschool age 
 • Library visits for all ages

JCC Gift Wrap Fundraiser
Volunteers are needed for the JCC annual Gift 
Wrap Fundraiser. Bring your holiday gifts and we’ll 
do the wrapping for you. The proceeds will ben-
efit programs at the Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown. This year we are offering two locations.
JCC Adult Lounge 
Nov. 30-Dec. 5
5:00-8:00 p.m.
Southern Park Mall
Dec. 18-Dec. 24
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
(Three shifts are available)
To volunteer contact: Denise Baker 330-746-3250
ext. 153 or dbaker@jccyoungstown.org
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The Israeli program of strategically 
introducing nectar-producing plants is 
garnering international attention. JNF 
has produced a free guidebook for Is-
raeli beekeepers and farmers on nec-
tarous plants, with pictures and short 
descriptions of the hundreds of species. 
Due to requests from farmers around 
the world, this guidebook will soon 
be translated into English. JNF even 
recently received a phone call from a 
farmer in India requesting seven species 
to try out himself. 

Nudging the Israeli government to 
see eucalyptus trees as a solution and 
not as a nuisance or invasive species has 
required considerable effort and educa-
tion. The first and most common spe-
cies that was introduced to Israel, even 
before the founding of the state in 1948, 
propagated too fast and encroached on 
wetlands. Its large size also meant that 
it damaged passing trains and often fell 
onto train tracks, thereby forcing the 
national railway to spend a significant 
amount of time and money trying to 
keep the trees under control. But efforts 
have paid off, and today when the na-
tional railway builds a new line, or when 
the highway infrastructure is expanded, 
JNF is consulted about planting smaller 

varieties of eucalyptus species along the 
route to beautify the view for commut-
ers and counteract some of the de-for-
estation that takes place to allow such 
developments. 

Fifteen years ago, beekeepers glob-
ally struggled to get anybody to care 
about the impending crisis. Suddenly, in 
the last couple of years, colony depletion 
has been splashed across the headlines 
and the world has started to worry that 
the future of humanity could be in jeop-
ardy. In Israel, the positive impact of 
long-term vision and creative ecological 
solutions has been felt for years. 

“Ten years ago I spoke with a bee-
keeper and he told me, ‘You revolution-
ized things for us,’” says Aviv Eisenband, 
director of JNF’s Forestry and Profes-
sional Department. 

Today, an average of 200,000 euca-
lyptus trees, in addition to other nectar-
producing plants, is planted each year, 
according to Eisenband. 

“We do it so that farmers like Yuval 
will be able to support themselves,” he 
says. “With this program JNF will grow 
and enrich the environment and in-
crease the amount of open land.” 

Sweet news indeed for Israelis and 
their local bees. 

Israel — Honey Bees (continued from p. 7)
When God said, “I have set my bow 

in the clouds and it shall serve as a sign 
of the covenant between Me and the 
earth.“ ... “I will remember my covenant   
between Me and you and every living 
creature among all flesh, so that the wa-
ters will never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh,” (Gen. 9:13, 15), the 
eternal was not giving humankind per-
mission to allow destructive floods that 
have resulted from our collective despo-
liation of Earth.

In the Unatenah Tokef prayer that 
many Jews read on Yom Kippur regard-
ing life or death in the coming year, we 
ask among many questions, “Who [will 
die] by fire and who by water? Who by 
hunger and who by thirst.”

Those questions might seem abstract 

— until we consider that only the week 
before, thousands of homes and the 
lives of many were destroyed by horrific 
fires in California as drought continued 
to ravage the “golden” state. Flash floods 
sent more to their deaths in Utah. These 
tragedies in our own country are mul-
tiplied around the world, along with 
hunger, the absence of drinkable water, 
the displacement of millions of refugees 
wandering to find safe homes..

Consequently, we might well add to 
the words of the Unatenah Tokef our 
own personal questions: What can I do 
so that fewer will die from fire or water, 
or hunger or thirst? What actions can I 
take to help those who will wander or 
those who will not be safe? 

We know the solutions, but achiev-
ing them requires collective action. Par-
ticipating in Mitzvah Day on Oct. 25 
to help others in need can inspire us to 
more ambitious personal decisions that 
are more than individually beneficial.

Josh, the little boy who wanted to 
know what happened to the poop, grew 
up to become a civil engineer.

No matter our age, it is never too late 
for us to grow into people who will care 
about the future of others as much as we 
care about the future for ourselves .

Reflections on Noach (continued from p. 2)

vis Inn. Even during his years of Israel 
Defense Forces service, Yoeli contin-
ued his Elvis fascination, slowly buying 
whatever posters and records he could 
get his hands on. In 1974, when he had 
the chance to open a gas station in Neve 
Ilan, he put a few of the Elvis pictures on 
the wall behind the cash register. 

“That’s when I saw people’s reaction: 
‘Wow, Elvis!’” he says. Thus, the Elvis 
Inn was born.

Over the years, the venue has grown, 
adding to the two oversized statues — 
the brass one is a towering 16 feet high 
— and attracting not only Israelis, but 
plenty of Americans on vacation looking 
for some old-fashioned home cooking. 
(Note: any Elvis fans who keep kosher 
will have to pass on the food at the inn.) 

Visitors can try to stump Yoeli on 
the details of Elvis’s bio, but be warned 
that he’s something of a maven on the 
subject and knows many of the lyrics by 
heart. His personal favorite? “It’s Now 

or Never.”
Yoeli’s son Amir has similar lyrical 

mastery of Elvis. For the last six years, 

the younger Yoeli has run the second 
Elvis Inn location, in Georgia — not the 
Georgia with the annual Elvis festival, 
but the one in the former Soviet Union. 

“They love Elvis there, too,” says the 
elder Yoeli.

When it comes to Elvis’s sad end-
ing—he died of an apparent overdose in 
1977 — Yoeli believes “The King” would 
be alive today, at age 80, “if someone 
had been close to him and helped him.” 

Yoeli was one Elvis fan who was not 
surprised to learn that Elvis had a Jewish 
great-grandmother (though some say 
great-great grandmother). This makes 
Elvis “grandmothered” in by Jewish law, 
as these ancestors were on the matrilin-
eal side of the family.

“I always felt Elvis had a Jewish soul,” 
Yoeli says. Indeed, two books on the 
subject, Elvis and Gladys by Elaine Dun-
dy, and Schmelvis by Jonathan Goldstein 
and Max Wallace, trace signs of Elvis’s 
Jewish identity, including necklaces he 

sported with a Chai (Hebrew for life) 
symbol and Star of David, as well as his 
generosity to several Jewish charities 
over the years.  

Long-time Elvis Inn customer (15 
years and counting) Chaim Yoni of Cae-
sarea says he keeps coming back for the 
atmosphere. 

“It’s the old music we grew up with,” 
says the 60-year-old native Israeli and 
high-tech professional. “Elvis was a 
symbol to us here, an American icon 
like McDonald’s and Coca-Cola, a sign 
of the American dream.” 

“It’s not me, but the fans who’ve made 
this place what it is today,” says Yoeli, 
adding with pride that his establishment 
is “the only place in Israel where people 
get up and dance to rock-and-roll at 9 in 
the morning.”

Yet of all the customers Yoeli has 
greeted over the years, one special guest 
has yet to come through the door: Elvis’s 
only child, Lisa Marie Presley. 

“No, she hasn’t been here,” he says, 
then adds with a grin, “At least not yet.”

Photo/ Deborah Fineblum Schabb

Uri Yoeli (left) at the Elvis Inn, his restau-
rant/convenience store/gas station in Neve 
Ilan, Israel. 

Elvis has entered the building — in Israel  (continued from page 9)



18 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine October 2015 

A busy October at El Emeth

El Emeth Sisterhood to hear Bridgett Lackey

ROCK SHABBAT: The musicians who participated in El Emeth’s Rock Shabbat were (from left) 
Dr. Randy Goldberg, Paula Ferguson, Monique Westreich, Dr. Mark Perlman, Phillipe West-
reich and seated at the piano Daniel Shapira,  Dr. Perlman created the service by putting the 
words of the shabbat evening prayers to the tunes of well known rock and roll music.  Moe 
and Paula Ferguson provided tech support for the service.

Bridget Lackey, RD, LD, will speak 
on the Health at Home Program at El 
Emeth Sisterhood at its opening meet-
ing of the year on Tuesday, Oct. 13. at 
the Synagogue. 

Ms. Lackey, a native of the North 
Side of Youngstown, is the community 
health educator at Mercy Health. She 
was a patient dietitian for 25 years at 
St. Elizabeth Hospital and is certified 
in adult weight management, having 
taught “slimdown” classes for several 
years. 

She graduated from Youngstown 
State Unoversity with a B.S. in nutri-
tion and served a dietetic internship 
at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. She 
then served an internship at the Medical 
Center of Beaver County, outside Pitts-
burgh, before returning to Youngstown. 

Ms. Lackey enjoys working in the 
community, encouraging a healthier 
life style and helping people to realize 
their goals. She has worked to bring the 
Farmers Market and Lake to River Co-
operative to Youngstown and Warren, 
encouraging the intake of fresh, locally 
grown produce.

The Health at Home program pro-
vides attendees with a copy of the 350+ 
-page book which is designed to help 
participants identify medical emergen-
cies and what appropriate actions are 
needed. 

The program also offers information 
on many common health problems, 
offering proven self-care tips. The pro-
gram is designed for people of all ages, 
and contains evidence-based, scientific 
information in an easy-to-read format. 

Everyone attending the luncheon will 
receive a free copy of the book.

An open board meeting will begin at 
10:45 a.m. with the luncheon and pro-
gram at noon. The cost of lunch for Sis-

terhood members will be $12 and reser-
vations must be in by Thursday Oct. 8.

Reservations for the luncheon may 
be made by calling the Synagogue office 
at 330-759-1429.

Sukkot Kiddush Luncheon 
Rabbi Schonberger will host the lun-

cheon after Shabbat morning services 
on Saturday, Oct. 3. The service begins 
at 9:30 a.m. with lunch immediately fol-
lowing. The congregation is cordially 
invited to attend. Reservations would 
be appreciated by Oct. 1 to the Temple 
office.

Simchat Torah 
The celebration will take place Mon-

day evening, Oct. 5 beginning with 
Mincha and Maariv at 6:45 p.m. and 
the Torah Parade at 7 p.m. Children will 
receive special treats during the seven 
“Hakafot,” and there will be music and 
dancing with Klezmer musicians, Ste-
ven Greenman and Walt Mahovlich. 

Refreshments will be provided by 
Sisterhood’s wonderful baking commit-
tee, headed by Lenore Ackerman. This 
year we will be honoring our Chatan 
Torah, Neil and Harriet Schor, and 
Chatan Bereisheit, Carol Gottesman 
with aliyot during the Torah Service. El 
Emeth hopes you can join them for this 
celebration.

El Emeth’s Board Of Directors 
The board will meet on Wednesday 

evening, Oct. 7 at 7:30 p.m.. Please note 
day change due to Simchat Torah.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
The first session of the year takes 

place on Thursday Oct. 15 11:30 a.m.  
– 12:30 p.m. The group is being led by 

Carol Gottesman and includes brunch 
and the study session. This month’s dis-
cussion will feature the new month of 
Cheshvan.

Jewish Christian Dialogue 
A Marc Chagall Program will be held 

at the Villa Maria Education Center in 
Villa Maria, Pa, on Tuesday evening, 
Oct. 20 at 7:30 p.m.. Susan Tumarkin 
Goodman, senior curator emerita at the 
Jewish Museum in New York, will speak 
on the topic “Between Two Worlds: 
Identity in the Work of Marc Chagall.” 
This lecture is in recognition of “Nostra 
Aetate.” For more information please 
call the Synagogue office. 

(ed. note The Nostra Aetate is a document  
that stresses the religious bond shared by Jews 
and Catholics, reaffirms the eternal covenant 
between God and the People of Israel, and 
dismisses church interest in trying to baptize 
Jews.)

Shmoozing With Smulik 
At its first session this year on Mon-

day morning, Oct. 26 at 10 a.m., Sam 
Kooperman will lead the group with 
stories, music, and fun in Yiddish. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend. (even if 
you can’t speak Yiddish) Coffee and ba-
gels or Danish will be provided.

Daily Minyans 
Every afternoon at 5:45 p.m. includ-

ing Saturday. Friday morning Minyan is 
at 7 a.m. and Shabbat morning services 
begin at 9:30 a.m.

El Emeth
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I love trees, all 
kinds, they just 
seem to make our 
world so beautiful. 
Sometimes, even 
if I am not feeling 
well, looking out 
the window seeing 
those green leaves 
during spring and 

summer and the amazing colors in the 
fall soothes me. 

One of the selling points to buying 
our house 51 years ago were the trees. 
At that time, we had nine oaks and two 
pines. The two pines in the front yard 
lasted, maybe, 20 years and then died. 
Up until two years ago we had the origi-
nal nine, but some enterprising squirrels 
made a hole in the trunk of a 90-foot 
tree and actually hollowed out about 40 
feet. Well, good-bye tree, and believe it 
or not I cried. 

I even love the leaves in the fall. Not 
happy when they all start to fall, but 
then, neither is my neighbor. He cut 
down most of his trees to get rid of the 
falling leaves. I can’t control where mine 
blow, sorry. However, I am getting a 
little worried about the age of these gor-
geous gifts from nature. We try to have 
them trimmed periodically, but it is ex-
pensive and sometimes we just shrug 
and say next year. 

About two months ago, on a beauti-
ful quiet day with no wind, a very large 
branch fell in the front yard. It had lots 
of leaves and had to have been about 20 
or 30 feet long. Missed the house, thank 
you, and took one branch from our 
flowering crab which we planted to re-
place one of the pines. So fortunate! 

Well today, I was having lunch on 
the porch and I heard this horrendous 
noise and there by the garage and into 
my parking space, fell a branch about 
30 or 40 feet long. Missed the garage, 
landed on the outside of the fence and at 
this moment, is hanging straight up and 
down still attached to the tree. I am now 
waiting for someone to call to give me 
an estimate on clearing it away. Don’t 
misunderstand me, these are G-d’s gift 
from nature, I love them and will cher-
ish them as long as I can keep them. 

Now for the big bucks — Sisterhood’s 
first meeting of the new year is Oct. 13. 
(See the full story to the left on page 18.)

We are looking for items to raffle off 
again when we also raffle off the $100 
Giant Eagle gift card. I hope it’s not too 
late for our members to donate some 
handmade items and even make up 
some great baskets that will entice peo-
ple to buy tickets. 

Please get in touch with Phyllis 
Friedman or me if you can help out with 
this project. We will start selling tickets 
in October, November, at Fiesta and the 
December meeting when we will have 
the drawing. I realize I am giving you 
short notice, but I know we can rely on 
our talented members. 

So far we have two Honorable Men-
schen to support our lunches, and they 
are Helen Passell and Sam and Terry 
Roth. Thank you. We are most grate-
ful for your support and, of course, we 
are looking for more donations. We are 
not limiting this gift just to Sisterhood 
members. 

I hope you all had a beautiful holiday, 
and now we can be ready to get down to 
continuing to make this Sisterhood bet-
ter and stronger than ever. 

Until we talk again, 
 Shalom…










Curator’s Gallery Talk: Saturday, Oct. 10 • 2 p.m.
Exhibition Opening Reception, Oct.11 • 1-3 p.m.

Jack Tworkov (1900-1982) was a founding member of the 
New York School and is regarded as one of the prominent figures, 
along with Willem de Kooning, Philip Guston, Jackson Pollock, and 
Franz Kline, whose gestural paintings of the 1950s formed the basis 
for the Abstract Expressionist movement in America. 
This exhibition calls to the forefront Tworkov's historic presence and 
contribution to American art. The Thomases Family Endowment of 
the Youngstown Area Jewish Foundation helped to fund this retro-
spective of works by Jack Tworkov. The Butler’s Trumbull branch 
is funded by Foundation Medici.

The Butler Institute of American 
Art Trumbull Branch, Howland

Oct. 11 though Dec. 20
Jack Tworkov (1900-1982): 
Important Paintings 
from the ‘70s

Jack Tworkov’s “Indian Red” from 
1979 is included the Butler’s 
Trumbull branch exhibition 
of the artist’s work from the 1970s.

El Emeth Sisterhood
by MaryLou Finesilver

Temple El Emeth hosting 21St Rabbi 
Samuel Meyer Memorial Lecture

The 21st annual 
Rabbi Samuel 
Meyer Memorial 
Lecture will take 
place Wednes-
day, Oct. 28 at 7 
p.m. at Temple 
El Emeth. The 
speaker for the 
evening will be 
Father Jeffrey 

Mickler and his topic will be “Nostra 
Aetate 45+5”, in recognition of the 50th 
anniversary of Nostra Aetate.

Nostra Aetate (Latin for: In Our 
Time) is a formal document of the 
Catholic Church drafted in 1965 that 
declares the relation of the Church 
with non-Christian religions. In part, 
it speaks of the bond between Chris-
tians and Jews and states that blame 
for Jesus’ death cannot be laid on the 
Jews. It also decries all displays and 
acts of anti-Semitism. Nostra Aetate 
signaled a new starting point in the  
Church’s relations with Judaism.

Father Jeffrey Mickler was ordained 
as a priest in the Society of St. Paul in 
1974. He holds a B.A. in neo-scholas-
tic Philosophy from Youngstown State 
University in 1969, an M.A. in religious 
studies from the University of Detroit in 
1974 and a Ph.D. in Systematic theology 
from Fordham University in 1983. 

Father Mickler has held numerous 
supervisory positions in the diocese, 
hosted a variety of television and ra-
dio programs, and written many ar-
ticles, some having been translated into 
French and Spanish.

Also participating in the program 
that evening will be Rabbi Joseph Sch-
onberger of Temple El Emeth, Rabbi 
Franklin Muller from Rodef Sholom, 
Rabbi Saul Orseky of Ohev Tzedek, and 
Rev. Nick Mager. Father George Balasko 
who together with Rabbi Schonberger 
leads the monthly Jewish Christian Dia-
logue group will also participate.

A desert reception will follow the 
program. 
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• Carefree Living – Let us do the maintenance.  
• Leases Starting At $1,150 per Month.  
  Condo/Maintenance fees Included

• Use of Nature Preserve and Walking Trail—
   Exclusive to Kline’s Farm
• Choice of Duplex Condo or Custom 
   Single Unit Villa (Upgrade)   Single Unit Villa (Upgrade)

• Private Front and Rear Porches
• Gas Forced Air Heat and Central Air Conditioning
• Lots of Storage Including Large Walk-In Closet, 
   Linen Closet, Pantry, Coat Closet 
• Appliances including washer/dryer and microwave
• Two car garage with openers
• Two Bedrooms and Two Bathrooms• Two Bedrooms and Two Bathrooms
• Quality finishes including upgraded kitchen 
  cabinets, ceramic floors, plush carpeting, 
  ceiling fans, excellent lighting, vaulted ceilings, 
  and much more!
• Optional Basement and/or Fireplace (Upgrades)
• Customize your own unit for long-term leases
• Minimum Two Year Lease • Minimum Two Year Lease 

KLINE’SCove

INSIDE KLINE’S FARM
Located East of Belmont Ave. 

1 mile north of Tibbetts Wick Rd.

LUXURY RENTAL CONDOS

FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING
Call: 330-758-6691
klinescove@gmail.com
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Last month in Kazan, the capital of 
the Republic of Tatarstan, 800 kilometers 
east of Moscow, an unusual interfaith 
dialogue took place – unusual as it was 
attended by the heads of the local Mus-
lim community, the archdiocese of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, the Roman 
Catholic church, Protestant clergy, and 
prominent rabbis from Russia and Israel.

Tatarstan is a Muslim country known 
for its large minority populations and 
has, for hundreds of years, been seen as 
an example of peaceful coexistence be-
tween people of different faiths.

The meeting had been arranged by 
Limmud, FSU (former Soviet Union) an 
organization which works to foster Jew-
ish identity and education among young 
Russian-speaking Jews, in cooperation 
with the government of Tatarstan and 
the local Jewish community, which 
numbers some 10,000 people.

Rabbi Berel La-
zar, the Chief 
Rabbi of Russia, 
pointed out that 
the meeting was 
not simply of lo-
cal concern, but 
has worldwide 
significance. “Na-
tional identity is 
important and it 

is the right of every person to freedom 
of thought and expression. When one 
recognizes the right of the other to 
freedom of expression, one can under-
stand and appreciate him. Kazan is an 
embodiment of this virtue.”  

Predictably, all the speakers stressed 
the importance of interfaith dialogue 

and peaceful coexistence “among all the 
sons of Ibrahim,” in the words of Ka-
mil Hazrat Semigollin, the Chief Mufti 
of Tatarstan. “[ISIS extremists] are not 
men but animals. The foundation stone 
of Islam is love. The unimaginable cru-

elty of these people is fundamentally 
in opposition to Islam. Christians have 
been expelled, priceless works of world 
civilization destroyed. We all pray to 
the same God and believe in the same 
prophets. True Islam is not opposed to 
other faiths.”

Bishop Vladimir Samoilenko of the 
Russian Orthodox church pointed out 
“Throughout history, Christianity, Is-
lam and Judaism have reflected the same 
moral identity under all circumstances 
and at all times. That is why it is incum-
bent on all religious leaders to convey the 
message of respect for the other which 
has proved so possible in Kazan.”

Rabbi David Rosen, head of Inter-
faith communications at the American 
Jewish Committee and former Chief 

Rabbi of Ireland, stressed that despite 
the internal problems of Israel, virtually 
the whole population accepts the need 
for finding the answer to peaceful coex-
istence. 

He quoted from the Book of Micah, 

“Have we not one father? Why then do 
we violate the covenant of our fathers?”

The dialogue was chaired by Chaim 
Chesler, founder of Limmud FSU to-

gether with Alexander Terentiev, di-
rector of the Bureau of the President of 
Tatarstan. Among other speakers were 
Rabbi Menachem Hacohen, former 
Chief Rabbi of Romania, Rabbi Itzhak 
Gorelik, Chief Rabbi of Kazan and Ta-
tarstan.

Later in the festival, Tatar President 
Rustam Minnikhanov, leaders of the 
local Jewish community and the Israeli 
Ambassador to Russia took part in a 
ceremony to rededicate the 100-year-
old Great Synagogue of Kazan.

Taking place at the same time as 
Limmud Volga-Urals will be the Kazan 
Festival of Jewish Music, jointly orga-
nized by the Jewish community and the 
government of Tatarstan.

Limmud Volga-Urals is a conference 
run entirely by local volunteers, and will 
feature presentations, workshops, dis-
cussions, cultural activities and artistic 
performances. The festival is coordinat-
ed by Limmud FSU, a Jewish education-

.,. -·- • DETOXIFY 
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ralfootpad,dtslgnedtohelpdetoxify 
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DETOXIFICATION CAN 
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Chief Mufti of Tatarstan, Russia, meets with Jewish and Christian leaders

Rabbi Berel Lazar

Interfaith dialogue in Tatarstan brings religious leaders together

“ISIS is a satanic sect: There is nothing about it of 
Muslim belief. The foundation stone of Islam is love”
 — Kamil Hazrat Semigollin, Chief Mufti of Tatarstan

(Continued on p. 22)
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It is unlikely that minds were 
changed when Congressman Tim Ryan, 
Ohio-13th, came to discuss the Iran Nu-
clear Plan with members of the Jewish 
community at a JCRC-sponsored lunch 
in August.

There were those who agreed with 
Rep. Ryan’s appraisal that it was the best 
deal that could be hoped for, given the 
global situation. 

But it seemed that far more were 

convinced that the agreement would 
lead to a nuclear Iran and grave danger 
for Israel.

Still, the congressman, who has 
served the area since 2003, encouraged 
the dialogue. He said, “I wanted to have 
the opportunity to hear from you,” He 
continued, “I need to know where you 
stand and why you stand where you 
stand.”

Rep. Ryan, who sits on the House 

Appropriations Committee, wanted 
to reassure his audience that he was a 
friend of Israel. “I have been with you 
on every Jewish issue that has come be-
fore Congress,” he said. And he added, 
“Currently, I’m with those negotiating a 
10-year-plan for the Iron Dome missile 
defense system.”

The congressman explained that if 
the deal goes down in the United States, 
Europe, Russia, China, and Saudi Ara-
bia will not keep the sanctions in place. 

A major concern expressed in the 
meeting was the potential release of bil-
lions of dollars to the Iranians once the 
deal is concluded. Rep. Ryan said, “If 
there isn’t a deal, the money will still be 
released.”

He said he had no illusions that Iran 
was trustworthy. “I would be pleasantly 
surprised if Iran lived up to the agree-
ment.” “But it’s not about trust,” he said. 
“It’s about verification.” 

“The International Atomic Energy 
Agency will know if someone is spin-
ning uranium higher than the limit, and 
it will step in.”

In answer to Gon Erez’s question 
about a possible comparison between 

Europe in 1938 and Israel in 2015, al-
luding to Neville Chamberlain’s capitu-
lation to Hitler in the early days of what 
would become World War II, Rep. Ryan 
said, “We have a much different view of 
the world than Chamberlain had.

He said that the administration is act-
ing on the belief that in 10 years — the 
duration of the plan — young Iranians, 
having much more to lose as their nation 
prospers, will have a lot more to lose.

If the United States can make a deal 
with Iranian moderates, “We stand a 
better chance of engaging tech-savvy  
younger people who want to be empow-
ered to lead their country into the fu-
ture,” he said.

Since the JCRC meeting took place, 
Republicans in the U.S. Senate were un-
able to pass a bill blocking the Iran plan.

In Congressman Ryan’s Sept. 9 state-
ment of support for the measure, he 
said, “I am convinced that this deal is 
the best way forward to prevent Iran 
from obtaining nuclear weapons, ensur-
ing the safety of Israel, and clearing the 
way for future interactions between the 
United States and Iran.

al organization that aims to strengthen 
Jewish communities throughout the 
former Soviet Union.

Kazan is well-known as a multi-eth-
nic city, and has the third largest Jewish 
population in Russia.

Limmud FSU (Former Soviet 
Union), founded nearly ten years ago 
by Chaim Chesler (Israel) and San-
dra Cahn (New York), reaches out to 
thousands of young Russian speakers, 
not only in the countries of the former 
Soviet Union, but wherever there are 
Russian-speaking Jewish communities, 
especially in Israel, the United States, 
Canada and Australia. 

It provides a unique pluralistic, egali-

tarian and all-embracing educational and 
cultural experience, with no connection 
to any particular organization or political 
group, but concentrates on the search for 
roots, national pride and a sense of unity 
and an affinity to the State of Israel. 

As a part of Limmud International, 
founded in the UK 35 years ago, Lim-
mud FSU follows the same principles. 
The planning, programming and ad-
ministration are carried out by volun-
teers – neither they nor the presenters 
get remuneration and all the partici-
pants pay a participation fee.

For further details, check out the 
Limmud FSU website:  
www.limmudfsu.org

Tatarstan interfaith dialogue (continued from page 21) 

Congressman Tim Ryan discusses Iran nuclear plan at JCC

Less than two months in the United States, and already the new schlichim have an opportu-
nity to meet with a legislative leader. Gon Erez (left) asked if a “comparison could be made 
between Europe in 1938 and Israel in 2015.” 
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nected to a variety of sacred sites in the 
world. These smaller, intimate displays 
will focus on stories of personal experi-
ences and will be an excellent stepping 
off point for families to discuss their 
own religious paths.”

Funded through a $1.25 million 
grant from Lilly Endowment Inc., the 
ground-breaking exhibition builds 
on the museum’s commitment to help 
children and their families learn about 
the world around them, said Dr. Chris-
topher L. Coble, vice president for reli-
gion at Lilly Endowment. 

“We live in one of the most reli-
giously diverse nations in the world, so 
it is important that we find ways to un-

derstand and respect the beliefs of our 
neighbors,” Coble said. 

Creating the exhibit, staff of the In-
dianapolis museum worked closely 
with local religious leaders and a na-
tional panel of academic scholars, who 
are experts in the fields of humanities, 
theology, world cultures, and religious 
studies. 

The advisors shaped exhibit con-
tent to ensure that the most authentic 
artifacts, texts and other exhibit ele-
ments were selected and portrayed in 
the appropriate  manner  so they may 
be understood by families who come 
to the exhibit with diverse perspec-
tives. 

Indianapolis Childrens Museum (continued from p. 8)
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Crypto Jews  (continued from p. 5)

ish people has involved perseverance in 
the face of persecution over centuries,” 
he said. “There are millions of non-Jews 
with Jewish ancestry. In many cases, 
their ancestors were torn away from 
us against their will, yet they bravely 
sought to preserve a connection to the 
Jewish people. We owe it to them and 
to their ancestors to reengage them and 
strengthen their bond with our people.”

About the Bnei Anousim
Beginning in 1391, a century before 

the expulsion of Spain’s Jews, wide-
spread anti-Semitic pogroms swept 
across the country, leaving thousands 
dead and many communities devastat-
ed. In the decades that followed, there 
were waves of forced conversions as part 
of an increasingly hostile and dangerous 
environment for Jews. This reached a 
climax in 1492, when King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella gave Spain’s remain-
ing Jews a dire choice: convert or leave 
forever. Large numbers chose exile. But 
untold numbers of forcibly converted 
Jews, as well as those who voluntarily 
underwent baptism, remained. Many 
of these Bnei Anousim (Hebrew for 
“offspring of those who were coerced”) 
bravely continued to cling to Jewish 
practice, covertly passing down their 
heritage from generation to generation.

In 1497, the king of Portugal pre-
sented the Jews living in his realm, who 
numbered as many as 20 per cent of the 
population, with an even more dastard-

ly choice: convert or die. Some chose 
death, but most of Portuguese Jewry 
was dragged to the baptismal font and 
compelled to accept Catholicism against 
their will. Many of these “New Chris-
tians,” however, did their utmost to re-
main loyal to their Jewish roots, passing 
down the faith and practices of their 
ancestors across the generations. And 
while many were made to pay a heavy 
price by the Inquisition for their con-
tinued fidelity to Judaism, many others 
somehow succeeded in preserving their 
Jewish identity.

Today, the descendants of the Bnei 
Anousim can be found throughout 
the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking 
world.
About Shavei Israel

Shavei Israel is a non-profit organi-
zation founded by Michael Freund, who 
immigrated to Israel from the United 
States with the aim of strengthening the 
ties between the Jewish people, the State 
of Israel and the descendants of Jews 
around the world. The organization is 
currently active in more than a dozen 
countries and provides assistance to a 
variety of communities such as the Bnei 
Menashe of India, the Bnei Anousim 
(referred to by the derogatory term 
“Marranos” by historians) in Spain, Por-
tugal and South America, the Subbotnik 
Jews of Russia, the Jewish community of 
Kaifeng in China, descendants of Jews 
living in Poland, and others. For more 
information visit: www.shavei.org.

Yours is a work which makes me reflect in two ways on the 
figure of Moses. On the one hand, the patriarch and law-
giver of the people of Israel symbolizes the need of peoples 
to keep alive their sense of unity by means of just legisla-
tion. On the other, the figure of Moses leads us directly to 
God and thus to the transcendent dignity of the human 
being. Moses provides us with a good synthesis of your 
work: you are asked to protect, by means of the law, the 
image and likeness fashioned by God on every human face.
  — Pope Francis
  in his address to a joint session of Congress   

 Sept. 24, 2015

in speech to Congress, Pope Francis chooses 
Moses as exemplar of leadership, law-giving

    High
Holiday Food Drive

The 24th Annual High Holiday Food Drive continues 
until Oct. 7. Bring non-perishable foods and toiletry 
items to area synagogues, Akiva Academy, or the 
Jewish Community Center. 
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Have you 
been checked?

AN ANNUAL MAMMOGRAM  
CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE.
Being aware is important, but getting checked regularly with an annual 
mammogram can save your life. The Joanie Abdu Comprehensive 
Breast Care Center uses state-of-the-art digital 3-D mammography, 
breast specific ultrasound and MRI, molecular breast imaging, and 
image guided biopsy to give you fast, accurate results.  And, we 
are with you every step of the way, from diagnostics to support 
and education.

Call to schedule your mammogram today!

4807YOUADV (9/15)

mercy.com

A Catholic healthcare ministry serving Ohio and Kentucky

Joanie Abdu Comprehensive 
Breast Care Center:  
877-332-6993 or  
330-480-2654

St. Elizabeth Boardman  
or St. Joseph Warren  
Hospitals: 330-884-7218 

As his plants grew, Zaslow started 
borrowing space from farmers, placing 
the trees outside his own backyard. He 
says it is a “massively expensive” en-
deavor to make this work in an area like 
Baltimore, where temperatures hit be-
low freezing.

“Citron trees are very tender trees. 
Thirty, 28 degrees and the fruit will die 
and the tree will die after that,” he says, 
explaining that farmers use propane to 
keep their greenhouses at optimal tem-
perature to keep produce alive through 
the winter. “It could easily be hundreds 
and hundreds of dollars a month if I 
were to try to do this alone. 

“The beauty of it is that there have 
been many bitter, cold winter snow-
storm nights where it has been 10 de-
grees outside with winds at 30 miles an 
hour, and the only thing separating the 
weather and the trees from that air is a 
little bit of plastic, 6 millimeters thick. 
And they survive. Wow!”

Zaslow threw himself into the project, 
including becoming a self-proclaimed 
botany expert by reading every book in 
the local library and through extensive 
Google searches. He also helps educate 
young yeshiva students and community 
members about the halachot of planting 
through the trees.

For example, “We talk about an etrog 
that grew without a pitom. When you 
study etrog trees you see that there is 
never an etrog that grew without a pi-
tom. Every etrog begins life with a beau-
tiful yellow pitom out of the middle of 
the flower. But about a month later, a 
little green etrog comes out underneath. 
At that point, sometimes the pitom falls 
off. Then the fruit will grow six months 
without the pitom.”

Zaslow is also able to discuss the 
laws of orla, the Torah commandment 
to wait for three years before partaking 

of any fruit from fruit-bearing trees. He 
says many people think the fruit is going 
to waste, but that most fruit trees don’t 
bear any fruit for the first three years.

“How big can an etrog be in order to 
be kosher? How small?” Zaslow asks.

According to law, he explains, an 
etrog needs to be larger than an egg. A 
kosher etrog must be able to be held in 
two hands—about the size of a water-
melon. Moreover, he says, etrog trees 
are unique in that they can have genera-
tions of etrogim on the same tree. New 
fruits can sprout as older fruits are not 
yet picked.

Rabbi Moshe Hauer, head rabbi of 
Bnai Jacob Shaarei Zion in Upper Park 
Heights, calls Zaslow’s project “beauti-
ful.” He tells JNS.org that Zaslow has 
brought an extra dimension of apprecia-
tion for, and a personal connection to, 
this special mitzvah.

“By exposing us city dwellers to the 
delicacy and beauty of the growth of the 
etrog, Darrell has deepened the experi-
ence of using the etrog and enhanced 
our appreciation of God’s creation,” says 
Hauer.

Zaslow has traveled with the trees 
across the Mid-Atlantic region and to 
New York to share his plants.

What’s next? 
“Someone has to be able to grow 

etrogim on the Moon,” Zaslow quips. 
“If humankind is going to set up colo-
nies on the Moon, there will be yidden 
(Jews) there. We need to know how to 
do that. If you can do it in Baltimore….”

But Zaslow is not interested in do-
ing it himself. He says he is looking for a 
successor to take over the project.

“Anyone can do it,” says Zaslow. “The 
most important thing is you have to 
daven (pray) that Hashem should bless 
the trees and the fruit and make them a 
thing of beauty.” 

Israel’s first woman ambassdor to an Arab country
Israel Hayom/exclusive to JNS.org

Israel’s new ambassador to Jordan, 
Einat Shlain, presented her credentials 
to Jordan’s King Abdullah II at a cere-
mony at the Basman Palace in Amman 
recently.

Shlain is the first woman to serve 
as an Israeli ambassador to an Arab 

country. She has worked for the Israeli 
Foreign Ministry for more than two de-
cades. In past roles, she served as head 
of the international division at the For-
eign Ministry’s Diplomatic Research 
Center and as a Middle Eastern affairs 
adviser at the Israeli Embassy in Wash-
ington, DC.

Etrogs grow in Maryland (continued from page 15)


